
www.FIAintl.org

Vanuatu …A Paradise Yet Without The Gospel!  

Vanuatu is a chain of islands coming down from the southern point of Papua New Guinea, below the 
Solomon Islands. Espiritu Santo is the largest island in the country with an area of 1,527 square miles 
and a population of over 50,000. 

On the Island of Espiritu Santo is the town of Luganville which is the second largest town in the country. 
Roads run north and west from Luganville, but most of the island villages are deep into the mountains 
or jungles far from the limited network of roads.

Vanuatu encourages tourism with its friendly people, beautiful white sandy beaches, fresh pools of 
spring water, fresh tropical fruits and the opportunity for excellent ocean diving. 

It’s a country with the highest density of languages per capita in the world boasting 112 languages on 88 
islands. Most of the language groups are very small. Twenty four of those languages are on the island 
of Santo. Bishlama (a trade language) is the most spoken language in the country, followed by English, 
and French.

Most of the people have been religionized but they do not understand a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ.  There is a great need for good discipleship as the people have not understood faith in 
Jesus Christ.  (contined on page 2)
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The local people make their living by working in the tourist trade and by cash-crop farming 
copra (coconut meat) cocoa nuts, (chocolate) or raising cattle and fishing. Although the villages 
are poor they are mostly self-sufficient with their own vegetable gardens, chickens and pigs.   
While Luganville is the only town for supplies on the island of Santo there are over 120 villages 
throughout the mountains and jungles. 

Besides beef, tin fish and rice, Santo has many foods that the tourists enjoy like sweet pineapples, 
mangoes, papayas, island cabbage and coconut crab, as well as various kinds of yams.  

While the people have enough physical food to eat they are 
starving for good spiritual food. It’s in this little island with 
24 languages that FRIENDS in Action (FIA) is endeavoring 
to demonstrate God’s love through the projects we do, and 
by helping to bring the truth of the gospel and freedom 
from witch craft and their animistic beliefs.  

It’s in the hidden and remote mountain villages of this 
island that FIA is assisting national pastors and bush 
missionaries with Bible training, and helping to equip 
them to share the Word of God in their homes, with their 
relatives and in their neighboring villages. 
Isaiah 42:4 says…”and the islands shall wait for God’s law” 
(or His Word). 
The Ni-Van people are waiting for Christians to bring them 
the good news, so that they might be set free from old 
cultural beliefs and be able to do what Isaiah 42: 12 says:  
   …Let them give praise unto the 
Lord, and declare His praise in the islands. 
Please pray for the ministry of FRIENDS in Action as 
we prepare for a Bible conference to be hosted in May to 
strengthen over 32 national pastors and bush missionaries, 
and give them a greater reason to lift up their hearts in 
praise to the Almighty Creator of the ends of the earth.  
Pray for wisdom as we seek to help the remote village schools, clinics, and villages with a water 
system that will demonstrate God’s love to those hidden places. Pray the Lord will raise up 
more missionaries to take the Word of God to … Vanuatu - a hidden paradise yet without 
the gospel! 

Tim Johnston

Vanuatu
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NICARAGUA-RAMA:
March 10- 19:  4-6 Workers; roof construction, well drilling, building wooden doors and 
windows. Cost per member is approx. $1800-$1900 which includes travel, meals, hotel and 
airfare. 
June 9 -19 - 4-6 Workers; children’s ministry team- lead a DVBS for 45-100 Rama kids (need 
some Spanish). Cost per member is approx. $1800-$1900 which includes travel, meals, hotel 
and airfare. 
Contact Tim Johnston – timjohnston@fiaintl.org or fia-usa@fiaintl.org

NICARAGUA-MISKITO:
May 16 - May 31, 2017: Work includes: Installing doors, windows, and benches for the 
church, painting concrete floors and work on bathrooms. Please pray:  $13,000 is needed for 
materials. Cost per team member is $2450.00 which includes travel, meals, hotel and airfare. 
Contact Daryl Heller at: DARYLHELLER@fiaintl.org or fia-usa@fiaintl.org

BOLIVIA:
1. March 1-14 - Fence construction around the radio station.
2. April 7-21 - Riverboat expedition to a primitive tribal group and painting the riverboat.
3. November 1-14 – Continuing construction on the Indigenous Training Center.
Cost per team member - $2500 round trip which includes all airfare, hotel, meals, travel.
Contact Gary Ferch at: gferch@sbcglobal.net or fia-usa@fiaintl.org

VANUATU:
August 10-28: Singles and couples welcome. Skills 
needed: carpenter, plumber, machine operator, civil 
engineer or any combination of these.  Cost per team 
member – approx. $3,500-$4,000 which includes all 
airfare, hotel, meals, travel.  
Contact Paul Brosey at:
beepab@centurylink.net or fia-usa@fiaintl.org

Work Teams
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From The Director’s Desk

“The God of the universe in his infinite 
foreknowledge prepares the way for His people.”

Recently FRIENDs in Action was given hundreds of buckets full of freeze 
dried soup mix. It came from a company called Ontario Christian Gleaners 
in Ontario Canada. They are a non- profit organization that cleans, cuts and 
freeze dries vegetables to make up healthy soup mixes that are sent to coun-
tries where people are starving due to a shortage of food. They take in all 
kinds of vegetables that farmers are growing in excess of what they are able 
to sell.
In April 2016, FRIENDS IN ACTION Canada decided to send this soup mix 
to Burkina Faso.  This was to complement a container being sent to support 
the well drilling ministry.  The container was packed in August, arrived in Oc-
tober, after which the mix started to be distributed, as planned for the needy 

people we encounter as we drill water wells.
Due to the longer and later rainy season all of the regions in Burkina where SIM (Serving in Mis-
sions) has churches reported a bumper crop this year, better than in past years.  However, the work of 
FRIENDS IN ACTION brought a team to a region where this was not the case.  Bible school students 
living in Bombouii, which is the farm site of the SIM national church “Doulos” Bible School in Nindan-
gou, were unable to plant their field this year because of physical conflict and violence against them and 
the school from disgruntled Muslim neighbors.   What little they had planted in their fields was burned 
and destroyed, leaving them with nothing to eat and not knowing what the future would hold.  This all 
happened in the months of June, July and August.
So the believers began to pray and without us knowing about it our FRIENDS in Action team went 
to Bombouii to drill water wells and took soup mix with them. They did not know about the peoples’ 
need until they were at the site and offered the soup mix to the pastors there. They were almost in tears 
because they had no idea where food would come from this year.  As the men handed out many buckets 
to that village they heard about the great need the believers were facing and how they had been praying 
that God would provide for them. 
The third well the team drilled that week was to be on the property of one of the attackers who is in jail.  
This was decided before the attacks happened during the summer time, and, after prayerful consider-
ation, the pastors believed this would be a kind gesture to the people who came against them.  So an at-
tempt was made for a well.  The well on that property was unsuccessful, but when FIA moved across the 
village to another site, the Lord provid-
ed a well producing about 500 gallons/
hour and blessed the community. This 
was before they had a successful well 
at the Bible school farm site where 
they had drilled six dry holes in previ-
ous years and one poor producer. But 
on Friday before the team left the site, 
the Bible school had a well, producing 
about 400 gallons/hour. Praise God!
(continued on page5)
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From The Director’s Desk

What is really interesting is that before the gardens were destroyed and before the people began to pray, 
FRIENDS in Action felt the need to pack and send
 the buckets of food. God, in His foreknowledge, had already touched our hearts to send the food and to 
help the people before we knew about their need.
Yes! God knows our needs before we know them, and He is the one who prepares the way to meet those 
needs. I found my heart encouraged to hear of this story just a few weeks ago as we were ending the year. 
I began to reflect on the many things God has done for FRIENDs in Action this past year, and I could not 
help but think of how God is constantly preparing the way for us. 
We have seen God preparing the way for many people during 2016, and we look forward to what God 
will do in 2017. 

- Last year God provided the funds to purchase and ship the new drill rig sent to Burkina-Faso W. 
Africa. That means two rigs will be drilling this year allowing us to drill twice as many wells as last year, 
and share Jesus Christ love with twice as many people, too. 
- God provided the funds to build the new 300 foor radio tower in Bolivia for the little town of Guayara-
merin.  He also moved the hearts of several people to go refurbish the river boat that has been instrumental 
in leading many to Christ the last three years.  
- After eight years of prayer…three Rama men and three women placed their faith in Jesus Christ and 
God placed a desire in them to go to Bible school in Mexico so they could return to teach their own 
people in Nicaragua. God is building His church! 
- In Vanuatu God has been preparing several national pastors/missionaries to hike back into the mountain 
villages to carry the gospel into the hidden places of the island of Santo, Ambrym, Gaua and more. The 
light of the gospel is penetrating into those places.   
- Five national workers in Papua New Guinea have been learning the word of God from our FIA 
missionaries and they, too, are taking the word of God to their families, relatives and neighboring 
villages. God has used them to lead many to Jesus Christ. 
FRIENDS in Action is praying God will continue to prepare the way to for us to assist many more 
countries and people groups around the world. Our prayer is that God will raise up more European and 
national missionaries to go into the hidden places still waiting to hear the good news of Jesus Christ that 
we just celebrated over Christmas. 
It will take prayer, people, materials, and financial resources to complete the Lord’s great command to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel. Would you pray with us how you might be part of meeting those 
needs as we endeavor to reach the last people groups yet without the knowledge of the gospel? Thank 
you!                   
Pressing on! 

Tim Johnston 
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Bolivia 

Bolivia: Crossing The Borders

Pastor Saul and his church, National Central Church, visit the 
Musua family  at  their home in Kilometer Eight.
“We are grateful, as a family, that we now believe in Christ as our 
sufficient Savior.   Eight people are in my family who trusted in 
Christ as Savior, thanks to the radio.  And now, we all have been 
baptized.”
“The new tower is in our community which makes things even 
better.   Through the radio we grow spiritually. Two of my 
daughters are now in college and are also faithful to the Lord. 
Thank God for the ministry of 90.7 Radio Inspiration.  My whole family knows Christ and his 
work of salvation, we attended church every Sunday morning, and it is a joy to know the Lord and 
fellowship with His people.  Thank you for supporting this ministry.”  

Crossing the Borders
The Amazon is a vast frontier of dense jungle and swamps, with little modern infrastructure 
for the remote peoples who live there.   This jungle region presents a challenge to travelers and 
forms natural barriers to go and share the gospel.  No internet exists in these poor communities, 
nor are phone lines or even electric service found in most villages. 
Friends in Action partners with National pastors in a three-fold outreach that crosses these natural 
jungle barriers to help indigenous people who have no doctors, pastors, or Christian workers.
Working in Northern Bolivia and West Brazil, FIA provides resources for national pastors who 
have a passion to reach these people groups with the gospel of Christ.  
The Christian radio station, “Inspiration,” was built in cooperation with FIA and National 
pastors to reach outlying jungle villages with the gospel message.  Since 2008 the station has 
broadcasted 24/7, reaching surrounding communities of Bolivian, Brazilian and indigenous 
peoples.  Recently, a new and improved station and 300 foot radio tower were constructed to 
reach further than ever before.  God is at work, providing equipment and skilled engineers who 
volunteer to travel with FIA to this remote corner of our planet.    
In August, 93 Christian leaders from the Pacaas Novas indigenous group, came from 20 remote 
villages in the heart of the jungle to meet for a Bible conference.  They received training to reach 
villages as yet without a Gospel witness.  Donated solar powered radios, pre-tuned to station 
“Inspiracion” were gratefully received as tools for outreach.  Thank you for your part in praying 
and giving to build the new 300 foot tower, and purchase and install upgraded equipment.  
Indigenous Christians in Bolivia desire more training in God’s Word than what they receive via 
radio in their villages.  Many come to the town of Guayaramerin in search of Biblical teaching.  
Friends in Action, partnering with Pastor Saul Peralta, began construction on an Indigenous 
Training Center for these believers.  Discipleship is now taking place for those who have been 
saved through the radio and riverboat ministries.  Indigenous Christians who do not have high 
school diplomas cannot attend traditional Bible colleges and seminaries.  Located in “the bush” 
outside Guayaramerin, the Training Center provides practical, Biblical teaching in an affordable 
and familiar atmosphere. 
Please pray as work continues on the Training Center:  Praise - The meeting hall is finished. 
Pray:   1.  Bathrooms, showers, and a kitchen are to be built this October.
           2.  For the Ese Eja, Trinitario, Ayore, and the Pacaas Novas to be equipped as pastors.        
           3.  For God’s people who have the resources to volunteer and help in this work.

Gary Ferch: Field Leader
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Time for a financial checkup!

A changing life leads to changing finances- make sure you’re up-to-date

For most of us, checkups are a regular part of life. Dental visits, auto maintenance appointments 
and even glances in the bathroom mirror all help us monitor performance and catch potential 
problems and assure that all is – or will be – well. What’s true of teeth, engines and grooming 
is also true of finances: regular checkups are recommended. Why? Changes both great 
and small affect the strategies people have developed to help achieve their financial goals. 
Unfortunately, too many people act as though once their financial program is in place their 
work is done. This isn’t so.

As a general rule, Thrivent Financial recommends that you review your financial program at 
least once each year. Certain life changes – the birth or adoption of a child, a change in marital 
status (married, divorced, widowed), the death of a family member or changes to your health 
– should serve as reminders that a financial tune-up is in order. Other changes in personal 
economics can also have a huge impact on financial programs. These may include shifts in 
employment status or salary (e.g. loss of job or a pay cut/freeze), home ownership changes, 
significant changes in total assets or debt, the receipt of an inheritance, and tax law changes 
that can all make previous strategies obsolete.

If you have a do-it-yourself mentality, a number of print and electronic resources exist to help 
monitor your finances. However, most can benefit from the knowledge, experience and insight 
that financial services professionals offer.  Qualified financial professionals can help people 
evaluate their present financial strategies and keep abreast of new laws, regulations, products 
and economic developments. Even more important, financial professionals can challenge 
unrealistic assumptions people may have and help them overcome money management’s 
greatest threat: procrastination.

To live is to experience change. How and where change will appear is impossible to predict, 
but a financial checkup is one sure way to help your financial objectives – and your sense of 
financial confidence – keep pace with all that occurs. 
This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by Elizabethtown representative 
Adam Swarr. He has offices at 153 E High St, Elizabethtown, PA and can also be reached at 
717-471-7733.



PERSONNEL NEEDS – MANSFIELD, MISSOURI
This covers areas of need within the Shipping Ministry in Missouri.  Persons don’t 
need to be proficient in all areas.  We need people with skills as well as a willingness 
to learn. These positions are for volunteers or persons who are fully supported.  
Contact Dick Thomas at: 
dickthomas@fiaintl.org or fia-usa@fiaintl.org

	Help with daily operation of Friends in Action in Mansfield, MO.
	Ability to operate and maintain inside and outside equipment.
	Skills with computer.  
	Help with crate building, palletizing, and loading supplies.
	Ability to help with loading of containers.
	Organization of contents in the warehouse and trailers to make sure supplies are accessible 

as needed.
	Help keep warehouse clean and organized.
	Receiving supplies, listing them and storing them in proper location.
	Ability to assist in purchasing /shopping.

                                                              2016 Progress Update
Location Description  Account #                 Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $93,500 $87,691
Bolivia Ministries   550299 $38,500 $28,453
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $137,500 $26,974
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                                                              550401 $104,170 $112,558
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $10,345 $14,950
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $205,975 $19,822
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $126,500 $41,556
India BTM-Orphanage/Ministries 510501 $16,500 $15,000
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Development 400100 $138,000 $113,543
FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,466,000 $37,554
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $4,500 $3,954
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 110,000 $66,493

USA: PO Box 323 • Elizabethtown, Pa.  17022
Phone: 717-546-0208
E-mail: FIA-USA@FIAintl.org
FRIENDS in Action is a 501(c)3 
Non-profit Organization

United Kingdom: The Beeches, IA Clonevin Park
Lisburn BT28 3BL, Co. Antrim, North Ireland
Phone: 44-28-92-668-194
E-mail: FIA-UK@FIAintl.org
Charitable Reference #XR59719

CANADA: 27 Long Stan
Stouffville, On L4A 1P5
Phone: 905-642-9531
Email: office.fiac@gmail.com  www.FIAintl.org
Charity Number: 818791212RR0001


