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Water of Life Project: “Pressing On To Finish Strong”

The rig is parked up in the yard, equipment and tools are squared away in their off-season storage, and the reality 
is slowly sinking in that this season of work and ministry is once again drawing to a close.  This season has been a 
crazy year of ups and downs, but through it all anyone who has worked with us can strongly say that it has been a 
year of seeing the Lord’s hand at work!

The beginning of this drilling season saw the arrival of the newest drilling rig to Burkina Faso, sister to the existing 
drilling rig FRIENDS IN ACTION Burkina Faso is using to drill wells.  The prayer, hope and goal of having two 
drilling rigs drilling wells is to see an increase in wells drilled, in more communities, encouraging even more 
partners on in ministry.  Saying this, from a ‘finished’ perspective, this year 60 wells were drilled with the two rigs, 
in villages scattered from the North to South, from the East to the West, with the Gospel message shared in each 
village and community.  As always, God answers prayer! 

On average, a typical population benefitting from the wells we are drilling ranges from 500 to 2000 people, and 
on top of that livestock need water too – from 60 wells, we’re estimating having helped to provide water to more 
than 30,000 people (conservatively… the number is most likely much, much higher)!  Many of those people do 
not attend the church in their communities, and in some cases there isn’t even a church (yet!).  It was exciting to be 
drilling wells in places where people were hearing about Jesus Christ for the first time, where pastors were just being 
invited to come and share the Gospel.   
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Reports continue to trickle in of the ministries that are being impacted through the wells, the lives that 
have been touched, of souls saved, of churches planted.  This has been a rich season of ministry – and yet 
how can I summarize a season of work, a season of harvest, a season of trials and testing?  If you know 
me, you know how hard it is for me to be brief!  

Most recently, on this last team in April, we had opportunity to drill in a community called Naboa.  A 
small group of believers had begun to meet, and had grown to sufficient size where a pastor had been 
assigned to come and plant a church (about 50 people, mostly women).  A young lay teacher named 
Zachariah was responsible for the evangelical work and teaching happening in Naboa – a placement by 
the regional church to see what he would do in a church planting situation, to determine if he would be 
called up to go to bible school to become a fully trained pastor.  

Naboa is a village of tradition – for many years, the elders and 
leaders in the community have followed the ways of tradition 
and ancestor worship.  It is a poor community, both in terms of 
finances and resources.  The ground is very poor for harvesting, 
and water is hard to come by – many people are sickened by the 
water they drink from the surface.  They say that there is much 
contention between the spirits of the older brothers, what they 
say when referring to the spirits they fear.  

When drilling in Naboa, the first hole attempted turned out to be 
a dry hole – 290 feet of dust.  When drilling the second hole, the 
first 200 feet looked very similar to the first, dust and no water.  
As a team, we stopped at 200 feet down to take a break (hot day 
at 115 degrees) before continuing on.  Stopping gave us a chance 
to pay closer attention to the conversation happening around us.  
The pastor was under attack!  Multiple times throughout the day, 
people had come up to the pastor and told him we were not going 
to get water, because we had not made the correct sacrifices to the 
local spirits – they were correct the day before and were confident 
again in what was to come… or more specifically in what was NOT to come.  There were a number of old 
men coming to us and asking us if we were tired – of course we were tired we said!  But then the pastor 
clarified – they aren’t asking if you are tired physically, he said, they were asking if you were tired of 
doing it your way, trusting in your God who isn’t answering, and if you’re ready to do it their way.  Now, 
as if that wasn’t motivation to get back up and get back to work?!?

Zachariah walked beside me as we went back to the rig, and quietly said to me “you need to pray for 
me – I don’t know what to do… I don’t know what to say… I feel so discouraged right now” and so we 
prayed trusting once again that God would reveal his power – either somehow through the dry hole that 
was being drilled or in water that would flow.   

As soon as we started up again, within 10 feet of drilling, we hit a massive flow of water, at least 1500 
gallons an hour – water just shot up high into the sky, and our Lord God showed HIS POWER over the 
power of the local traditions.  Common practice was to sacrifice a chicken to the gods of the earth and 
the spirits in the village – do this and your work will be blessed, refuse to do this and your work will be 
cursed by all the spirits in the village.  After spending days telling Zachariah and the other believers that 
the God of the Christians has no power, they had no words left when they saw the water.  

So with water (and some tears) streaming down our faces, we met together and prayed again, this time 
thanking God for His Faithfulness – and His timing.  And we realized something – that day was April 
14th… Good Friday.  The local tradition called for a sacrifice to be able to access water, and I reminded 
Zachariah that on this day, two thousand years ago, a man made a sacrifice once and for all so that ALL 
MAY HAVE ACCESS TO THE LIVING WATER!  In Burkina Faso they say “water is life” – John 10:10 
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says “the thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have 
it to the full”.  

That’s why we do what we do – that’s why men leave the families for a week or two at a time, why I 
leave mine for 3 ½ months a year, why we beat ourselves up in the bush, go without bathing, work in 
the beaming sun… so that in His timing and His way, He gets the Glory.  It’s not about us folks – 

For all the responsibilities I may have, the vehicles and the equipment and the work all belongs to God 
– He’s the Boss, all I’m called to do is press buttons.  As hard as it has been this year, it’s been worth it.  

Thanks for walking with us – continue to pray for us and this ministry, and to support the work that is 
happening here in Burkina Faso.  

 
God bless.

Matt Durkee, Burkina Faso Field Leader

May 7, 2017

My friend and team leader, Matt Durkee, asked me if I 
wanted to share something from my experience of our two 
weeks drilling in Burkina Faso. I said enthusiastically, 
Yes!, and then began with several lengthy attempts at 
trying to convey or sum up what those two weeks meant to 
me.  Honestly, I can’t put that into words.

The experience of obeying God’s calling and committing to come, way out of my comfort zone, to 
serve Him is actually beyond words that I can string together on paper.

I must rely on God to make this trip. I do not like to fly. I do not like to be away from my wife and 
daughters. I do not like the heat. We actually drove in snow flurries in Pennsylvania to get to the airport 
at the start of this trip. I fully put it all in His hands knowing that I am in the center of His will…a very 
good place to be! What looks like difficulties and hardships, becomes Joy and Praise when we focus 
on Kingdom work.

And speaking of Kingdom work…To see God work, live, on the cutting edge so to speak, in real time, 
and to be in the midst of His Spirit, and many times being surrounded by warfare of demonic spirits is 
comparable to living out Bible stories.  I truly rejoiced every morning waking up in the bush, knowing 
Father God was going to protect us and do amazing things through us.

We were able to drill six wells, four of which gave water, two of which gave lessons.  Those two, even 
powdery dry the entire depth, were used for His glory.  And to be there drilling during Good Friday and 
Easter, was something I’ll never forget.

In closing, I must say that every minute in country was great because we were engulfed in God’s plan, 
and I miss being there on a team bringing water and Jesus’ love to His people. But what I probably 
miss the most, is our time together, in our devotions and in His word together as a team. Those daily 
moments were truly a blessing.

Some memorable scripture from the bush;

1 Peter 3: 13-22, Isaiah 42, Deuteronomy 4, 1 Kings 18: 20-40

Michael A. Counsil
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Burkino Faso, “Dedicated to Vijay Ram”

 Dedicated to Vijay Ram
November 11, 1962 - April 10, 2017

 
“Who shared Christs’ love and

lived out a servant attitude” 

 Sometimes we do get to write our own sto-
ry, but it’s not  usual. Vijay of course was 
not usual.  One day the Lord  God caught 
his heart and Vijay started his path to peace  
with God.  A few years ago, after joining 
a mission team he  ended up in Burkina 
Faso drilling water wells and bringing  the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus “to the least, the 
last and the  lost” through the simple act of 
providing clean water.

 He has now joined his Saviour and Lord 
in Heaven, and we  are glad for him, and sad that he won’t be assisting us on  any more 
drill teams. A dear brother in the Lord, a great friend, and missionary with Friends in Ac-
tion-Canada and FIA-Burkina Faso. Many will drink of the “Water of Life” because Vijay 
saw the vision of the lost and joined the teams to help make a change in these peoples’ 
lives. We praise the Lord for lending him to us for the time He did. 

 We will see you again Vijay, and it will only be a “whisper of time” until we are called 
home as well. 

On behalf of the board members and missionaries of FIA-Canada

 Shared by co-workers and FIA-BF missionary friends of Vijay

As many of you probably already know, our FIA teammate and friend, Vijay, passed away 
unexpectedly a couple of days ago. His death was a surprise, even though his diagno-
sis was terminal pancreatic cancer. But it’s because God healed his cancer and he died 
of complications from the surgery itself. For our family Vijay was special. He offered us 
hope, rest, encouragement, and laughter. Our daughter, Mireya, loved Vijay, and although 
she doesn’t understand death, I know that to some degree her three-year old self will miss 
him dearly.  Matt Durkee.  
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Team work in Boom Sirpi
From May 16-31, 2017 a team of men went to Nicaragua 
to work in the Miskito village. We started our first work 
day digging and grading for a concrete slab at Diego’s 
house for a new children’s church area.  The church is too 
small to hold adults and childrens services at the same 
time .   This area will be used for senior gatherings , craft 
and other events.  We poured the cement to give a smooth, 
clean floor.             

Next we poured four floors in the houses that still had dirt 
floors . As you see the village people have been living  in 
the houses without the finished floors. The house owners 
worked with us to get the concrete floors completed.

Next we worked on building  bathrooms  for the church 
and also in Deigo’s house. 

We held church services throughout the week and on two 
Sundays. The first Sunday about 90 people came to hear 
the messages and on the second Sunday 168 people came.  
One evening, driving back to Puerto, the school village 
teacher went along with us. She asked us, “How can I be 
saved?”.  It was explained to her, and she gave her life to 
Christ.  The next Sunday she brought her whole family 
to chuch in the village. So you can see how the love of 
Christ was received.  God is at work.  We will be looking 
for more team members for May and June of 2018.  If you 
are interested in joining the team, please contact Daryl 
Heller at  507-0636 (cell) or darylheller@fiaintl.org.  You 
can also contact FIA headquarters at 717-546-0208 or fia-
usa@fiaintl.org.

Thank you for praying for the the Miskito people, and 
please continue to pray for the work in the Miskito village.  

Daryl Heller,   Miksito Team Leader Missionary
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Bolivia: “Inspiration 91.7 FM Testimonies
 

Testimonies of God’s work through Radio Ministry

“Inspiration 91.7 FM” in Northern Bolivia
FAMILY MUSUA - live in a jungle village, called Kilometer 8, outside of Guayaramerin, 
Bolivia.

“We are grateful, as a family, that we now believe in Christ as our sufficient Savior.   Eight 
people are in my family who trusted in Christ as Savior, thanks to the radio.  And now, we all 
have been baptized.”

The new tower is in our community which makes things even better.   Through the radio we 
grow spiritually. Two of my daughters are now in college and are also faithful to the Lord. 

Thank God for the ministry of 90.7 Radio 
Inspiration.  My whole family knows Christ 
and his work of salvation.  We attended church 
every Sunday morning, and it is a joy to know 
the Lord and fellowship with His people.  
Thank you for supporting this ministry.”  

ADIN and ALCIRA ABARACO

“My wife and I have come to know Jesus Christ as our Savior and 
Lord through the Radio “Inspiration” 90.7.   Every day we learn 
more about our Lord Jesus as we listen to the broadcasts.  

We live across the river in Guajaramin, Brazil.   God blesses us with 
the radio programming every day in Spanish and Portuguése.  On 
Sunday morning we go to Bolivia to assemble in the National Church.  
My whole family now is listening to the radio.  God is doing a work in 
our sons, daughters and grandchildren - we give many thanks for this ministry.

Ours is just one of the many families in Brazil who are blessed through the radio programming.   
It is so good to be part of the Lord’s Church now.
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Introduction to Estate Planning

Introduction to Estate Planning-Part I
What is estate planning?
Simply stated, estate planning is a method for determining how to distribute your property during your 
life and at your death. It is the process of developing and implementing a master plan that facilitates the 
distribution of your property after your death and according to your goals and objectives.

At your death, you leave behind the people that you love and all your worldly goods. Without advance 
planning, you have no say about who gets what, and more of your property may go to others, like the 
federal government, instead of your loved ones. If you care about (1) how and to whom your property is 
distributed, and (2) ensuring that your property is preserved for your loved ones, you need to know more 
about estate planning.

As a process, estate planning requires a little effort on your part. First, you’ll want to come to terms with 
dying, at least to a degree that you can deal with the necessary planning. Understandably, your death 
can be a very uncomfortable subject, but unfortunately, the discussions in this area are full of references 
to your death, so it really can’t be avoided. Some statements may seem too businesslike and unfeeling, 
but tiptoeing around the subject of dying will only make the planning process more difficult. You will 
understand the process more easily and implement a more successful master plan if you approach it in a 
straightforward manner.

Who needs estate planning?
Estate planning may be important to individuals with a wide range of financial situations. In fact, it may be 
more important if you have a smaller estate because the final expenses will have a much greater impact 
on your estate. Wasting even a single asset may cause your loved ones to suffer from a lack of financial 
resources.

Your master plan can consist of strategies that are simple and inexpensive to implement (e.g., a will or 
life insurance). If your estate is larger, the estate planning process can be more complex and expensive.

Implementing most strategies will probably require you to hire professional help of some kind, an attorney, 
an accountant, a trust officer, or an insurance agent, for example. If your estate is large or complex, you 
should consult with an estate planning expert such as a tax attorney or financial planner for advice before 
the implementation stage.

In deciding on your course of action, you should always consider whether the benefit of the strategy 
outweighs the cost of its implementation.

You may need to plan your estate especially if:
•	 Your estate is valued at more than the federal gift and estate tax applicable exclusion amount or 

your state’s death tax exclusion amount
•	 Your income tax bracket is in excess of 10 percent
•	 You have children who are minors or who have special needs
•	 Your spouse is uncomfortable with or incapable of handling financial matters
•	 You’re a business owner
•	 You have property in more than one state
•	 You intend to contribute to charity
•	 You have special property, such as artwork or collectibles
•	 You have strong feelings about health-care decisions
•	 You have privacy concerns or want to avoid probate

Adam Swarr , CLTC®, FIC; Financial Associate Thrivent Financial®  

153 E High St, Elizabethtown, PA 17022-1992  Office: 717-471-7733 
Email: adam.swarr@thrivent.com   Web: Thrivent.com/fr/adam.swarr 



                                                              2017 Progress Update
Location Description  Account #                 Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $17,034
Bolivia Ministries   550299 $19,500 $4,165
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $15,712
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                                                              550401 $98,600 $42,945
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $14,715
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $1,220
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $270,060 $4,166
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Development 400100 $360,632 $27,513   
FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $5,455
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $580
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $26,566
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