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PAPUA NEW GUINEA-WEWAK
Partnering with tribal missionaries…planting churches that plant churches!!

Have you ever wondered where the timber comes from for missionary houses deep in the jungle? Lots of sweat, rugged 
hikes and hardworking men with portable sawmills flown in by mission plane and helicopter.  When you sit at your 
wooden kitchen table, think about missionaries’ furniture that comes from trees rough sawn in the jungle, trucked 8 
hours to town then built into cupboards, tables, chairs and home-school desks.  

How DO you pour concrete for a village medical clinic when you have no gravel to mix with the cement? Truck about 
360 bags of gravel from the nearest town 4 ½ hours on a rough road to the river, then transport it another 4 hours on the 
river to reach its final destination.  When you flip on a light switch have you ever thought about bush missionaries who 
have to depend on solar power to charge their batteries to run their appliances and computers? Help with their battery and 
solar set up comes by way of a plane and motor canoe to get to their remote location.  

What do all of these things have to do with FRIENDS in Action and more importantly 
how are they part of planting churches and sharing God’s word with those who have 
never heard? (continued on page 2)
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PNG: Partnering with Tribal Missionaries

They are all different ways that FRIENDS in 
Action is partnering with tribal missionaries in 
PNG.  We’re actively involved from the early start 
up days of allocating to a tribal village providing 
mechanical and other practical support, assisting 
through the years of language and culture study 
and then watching with excitement as the Gospel is 
presented and a new church is born.

Even more exciting is what we’re seeing happening 
in many different areas in PNG these days…
national believers now reaching out to neighboring tribes.  They are passionate in their urgency to 
bring the Gospel to the lost even though it can mean leaving their homes and enduring ridicule and 
persecution as they live in villages far from home and teach through the Bible chronologically to 
bring the Gospel to those who have never heard.  

 “Listen, if you are not sure on what is coming after you die, that is a huge thing! You can make 
a mistake in your fishing; you can make a mistake in choosing your bigmen; you can make a 
mistake in anything down here on this ground and it will not be that big a deal. But if you make 
a mistake on what God has marked as the road to be with Him, OH MY FRIEND I’M SORRY! 
That is something that is forever! Please-please-please hear this talk so you can know and make 
a decision well.” – national believer sharing with villagers who haven’t yet heard the Gospel.

Praise the Lord for how His word is spreading throughout the country of Papua New Guinea. 
Please pray for the missionaries and national believers as they faithfully proclaim His name in the 
mountains, valleys, highlands and lowlands of PNG.  Deep in the jungle and on rugged islands in 
the vast ocean His word is changing lives and we’re excited to be a part of that!!  Please also pray 
for FRIENDS in Action as we continue to serve the Lord here, providing services by road, river, 
air and sea…partnering with tribal missionaries…
planting churches that plant churches!!
Jay & Krista Brubacher: Missionaries

Brian & Rachael Montei: Missionaries

Mike & Ruth Butler: Field Leaders
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Estate Planning

Annuities 101: Many options for retirement income

The current interest rate environment has caused many people to take a renewed look at their finances, 
specifically their retirement strategies.  As a result, there has been an increased focus on annuities.  While 
not appropriate for everyone, annuities can be a useful tool for retirement accumulation and creating income 
in retirement. Annuities are worth a look to see if they fit into your overall retirement portfolio.

An annuity is a contract you purchase and fund to receive money over a specified period of time plus 
interest. When you purchase an annuity, the insurer agrees to repay your money – plus the interest it earns 
– either in a lump sum or over a period of time you select. These products come in a variety of different 
specifications and can be used as fixed and guaranteed income in retirement- some even offer the potential 
for significant growth. Annuities are intended for long-term retirement goals and taking withdrawals or 
surrenders from these products may result in additional charges, so be sure when considering annuities to 
consult with a financial representative. Always remember that guarantees are backed by the strength and 
claims paying ability of the organization or company you’re working with.

Below is a quick primer from Thrivent Financial on some basic types of annuities.

Deferred Fixed Annuities
You can purchase a fixed annuity with a lump sum payment, or with flexible premiums (several payments 
over time), and receive a guaranteed minimum rate of return. The insurance company will pay interest 
at a fixed rate, which is usually established when you purchase your annuity. That rate is guaranteed for 
one year. In subsequent years, the rate may change as interest rates fluctuate but will never fall below the 
guaranteed minimum rate listed in the contract. These contracts will then pay out over a length of time you 
choose, including an option for lifetime income. A deferred fixed annuity may be right for you if you want 
guaranteed, dependable growth and plan to take income down the road, such as during retirement. 

Variable Annuities

These have values that fluctuate over time, according to the performance of the investment options and 
fixed accounts selected. Investments in fixed accounts earn at least a minimum interest rate guaranteed 
in the contract. These will also allow you to accumulate assets on a tax-deferred basis to help meet your 
retirement goals. This means your money has the opportunity to grow faster, because you don’t pay taxes 
on earnings until you actually withdraw them.

Immediate Annuities
These can help you turn assets or inherited lump sums of money into retirement income for your lifetime, 
regardless of how long you live. Your income payments will begin right away. These products can provide 
a range of benefits including income options, you decide how to start taking income by choosing from 
among several payout options, including lifetime income. If you pass away during the guaranteed period, 
your beneficiaries may continue to receive annuity payments for the rest of the period, or the present value 
of any remaining payments.

If you are near retirement and are concerned about whether you have the right portfolio of products 
in place, annuities might be worth a look. You can also choose an annuity which may offer a higher 
interest rate for increased growth and can offer a sense of reassurance by providing retirement 
income.

If you’re looking for retirement income options, talk with your financial representative to see if an annuity 
would fit into your financial strategy. You can read more at www.thrivent.com/annuities.

This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by Elizabethtown, PA representative Adam Swarr. 
He has offices at 153 E High St, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 and can also be reached at 717-471-7733 or 
adam.swarr@thrivent.com.
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Nicaragua: “The Rama Happenings”

“The Rama Happenings”
With 2017 well under way, it’s great to be able to share with you how the Rama ministry 
is progressing. Each year we pray the Lord will go before our goals and projected 
budgets so that the ministry will grow and have a much greater impact on the Rama 
people. 

Here are some of the plans for 2017. 

1. To build six more homes for the new Rama 
village.

2. To drill two water wells for the needs of the 
new village being built.  

3. To purchase a 26 foot boat and a 40 hrp 
motor to transport the people to the Bible 
conferences and to transport building 
materials for the village development. 

4. To ship a crate with a key board, song books, and more kids teaching books in 
Spanish along with some baseball equipment that has been donated. 

5. As we teach the people how to build doors and window shutters, we need a heavy 
duty 20-24’’ wood planer able to handle the chainsaw cut lumber we use. 

6. We are praying the Lord will provide the funds needed to purchase a solar & 
wind power system for the mission home in the jungle to provide refrigeration for 
hosting the Bible conferences and work teams.  

7. Village sanitation: We need to design and build a composting toilet for each of the 
Rama homes being built.  

8. The new Rama village needs a good floating boat dock and we need to extend the 
existing concrete dock twelve feet.

Spiritual Goals:

9. To host a Bible conference for 100-150 of the Rama children and adults in June. 

10.  To continue Bible training with 6 Rama students in Mexico. 

11. To send Jaime, the present Rama Bible 
teacher, to get Bible teaching through a 
ministry in Managua. They would be 5-10 day 
teaching blocks. 

12. Evangelism: We are praying that God will 
raise up a semi or professional baseball team 
to go do a baseball clinic/evangelism outreach 
to the Rama people. The people love baseball 
and if a professional team arrived to play 
ball with them they would show up by the 
hundreds and we could speak into the lives 
of the people that never come to the church 
meetings.  (continued on page 5)
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Two homes are under construction and a number of doors and windows are being 
built for the homes previously built. We praise the Lord that a good friend has offered 
to provide a heavy duty wood planer to help with the building of the Rama homes. 
So we plan to ship a crate in April with a wood planer, a key board, and the baseball 
equipment already donated. We will also look to send some more song books, teaching 
materials and Bibles.  

In March a small work team will be going down to work on drilling two wells for the 
Rama village. The drill rig is on site and the team is preparing to go March 10th. So 
please pray the Lord will bless the Rama with a couple of good water wells in March. 

On April 8th FRIENDS in Action is planning a benefit auction to raise funds for a new boat and 
motor for the Rama ministry. We welcome any items in good condition that can be sold to raise 
funds toward purchasing a new boat and building more of the Rama homes. 

In June a group of people will be going down to Nicaragua to host a Bible conference for both 
the adults and children. We are excited to see the believers growing in the Lord and pray others 
will also place their faith in Christ. 

The six Rama Bible school students will help assist the team 
going to teach in June. This will be good practice for them 
as they will assist with the adults and the children. They 
are very much looking forward to time with their extended 
families and friends after being in Bible school in Mexico 
this past year.  We praise the Lord that God is doing a great 
working in the lives of these students. They are encouraged 
and very thankful to have this time to grow in their under-
standing of God’s Word. In August they will return for their 
second and final year of Bible and discipleship training.

Messiah College has assigned some of their engineering 
students to work on developing good sanitation composting 
toilets for a home that is being built.  We praise the Lord for 
their help!  

God is at work in many ways to bless and meet the needs of the Rama believers. We are en-
couraged by the many people who are a vital part of making it happen. If you desire to be a 
part of any of these projects or needs shared, please let us know. You can call our headquarters 
at 717-546-0208 or you can contact Tm Johnston at 717-579-7001 leading the Rama ministry. 

Thanks for praying for the Rama Ministry! 

Tim Johnston, Field Leader

N
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Nicaragua: “The Rama Happenings”
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Missouri:” Why Chipped Crock-Pots are Holy?”

Why Chipped Crock-Pots Are Holy

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 
1 Peter 4:9-10 (NIV)

My Crock-Pot is a culinary eyesore. Oh, on the day it was purchased, 
it was actually a gorgeous and functional domestic tool — sleek 
and shiny, with a new-fangled “keep warm” feature. But today, this 
kitchen staple (3 of them) sits on my pantry shelf, nicked and chipped 
— nearly tuckered out from two decades of use.  

You see, my aging slow cookers have been an important ministry 
partner to me.

It has housed batches of homemade three-alarm chili for the hungry 
volunteers coming to our Friends In Action, Intl. Shipping Ministry to 
help us. It has been used many times when we have missionaries dropping off supplies for 
us to ship overseas to the destination they will be serving in. 

I could grouse about the not-so-newness of my Crock-Pots, I can’t wish for another one 
since I have three!  However, seeing a newer model with all the bells and whistles — well 
sometimes I have wished for one. But as long as these are still chugging, I have determined 
to be grateful and not grumble and just keep cooking, and inviting, and washing, and drying, 
and doing it all over again.

When we share our gifts, talents and ordinary household items, such as a bed or two to bless 
and serve others, we aren’t just being nice. We’re being obedient to God’s Word as our key 
verse says.

When we have a God-honoring perspective about our possessions and resources, our hearts 
and homes can become a wheelhouse for ministry. We can lead with our hearts and bless with 
our homes. Our homes become a haven — not only for those who dwell there permanently 
— but for whomever God sends our way. And believe me, He will send people your way. 

Our aim should be the same for all of these guests. We don’t offer hospitality — or a home-
cooked meal — to impress them. Instead, we want to refresh them. To give them a place 
where they can relax, unwind and get a good night’s rest before starting on their journey. 
Most of all, we offer our homes to God as a ministry tool in building His kingdom here on 
earth as we use our gifts to serve others, displaying God’s grace as we do.

Yes, along with the scrapes and scratches of our kitchen utensils can come work for God’s 
kingdom. We can weave the gospel into conversations with others. Rock babies as we give 
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their weary moms a break. Encourage teens when they encounter new surroundings on furlough 
or during deputation. 

When we offer hospitality with gusto, without grumbling, or complaining, or fretting over our 
not-so-nice-anymore stuff, we are doing exactly what pleases God — using our gifts for His 
glory. A chipped and nicked Crock-Pot is a holy thing indeed.

Father, may I make it my aim today to open both my heart and home without grumbling, using 
whatever gifts You have given me to serve others. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Many missionaries have large families and having to pay high cost of hotel/motels has 
been very hard.  The families will drive for hours to get to their destination without 
stopping. This is hard on the children and of course dad and mom.  I would love to have 
more hosts join as we have lost more than half since we became a mission 24 years ago.  

Linda Thomas, Hospitality Coordinator - hospitality@fiaintl.org - 417-924-3220

The Hospitality Ministries motto for years has been, 

‘Will You Keep A Light On for a Missionary?”

H
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“Why Chipped Crock-pots are Holy?”



                                                              2017 Progress Update
Location Description  Account #                 Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $8,470
Bolivia Ministries   550299 $19,500 $1,015
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $1,220
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                                                              550401 $98,600 $14,519
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $13,860
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $260
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $270,060 $1,310
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Development 400100 $360,632 $11,582   
FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $2,785
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $240
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $5,460

2016 Total Donations

2016 Total Income
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