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A Summer of Firsts
As I looked to the banks of the water, my heart shouted praises to the Lord! 
Over 200 Rama listened with rapt attention to see four of their own giving 
testimony to how Jesus has transformed their lives. This was the first 
water baptism by immersion the Rama had seen in 40-50 years, and it 
was apparent in their eyes and faces that they were grasping the beautiful 
symbolism of death to sin and new creation in Christ. It was all I could do 
not to weep over the faithfulness of God to bring this moment after 12 years 
of serving with the Rama Cay Indians.

The Rama Cay are one of the few indigenous Indian tribes left in the world still living in 
their own lands. For more than a decade, Friends In Action has partnered with this tiny 
island community sharing God’s love through building a new community of hurricane-
resistant housing and discipling their leaders. 

The baptism was just one of the amazing firsts that Friends In Action was blessed to 
experience during our work in Nicaragua (April – June). I also officiated my first 
official wedding – and it was a double wedding at that! Mairon and Elida, who just 
graduated from Bible school in May, were already civilly married, but wanted to have 
a church wedding in their own community as an example of their commitment to each 
other and the Lord. Rafael and Kathrine, who are also believers, joined them. With over 
300 Rama guests, the wedding was a wonderful opportunity for the Rama to hear about 
God’s love to us in Christ, and our love for each other as a response. It was a simple, 
but very meaningful first wedding in the Rama’s new community. (continued page 2)
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NICARAGUA: “A SUMMER OF FIRSTS”

During the trip, we also hosted a Bible conference for adults and a Vacation 
Bible School experience for the children. While we have hosted conferences 
before, the gratefulness communicated from the people for the teaching 
was a first! April Robertson, one of our volunteer team members, shared, 
“Seeing the Rama’s desire to grow in their relationship with the Lord and 
also their gratitude in us coming to invest in the lives of their children was the 
most meaningful part of my time in Nicaragua. They were so appreciative! The 
children LOVED to sing, and I loved hearing them humming the tunes to the 
songs as we saw them throughout the week.”

The Rama were thanking us at every turn for bringing them the Word of 
God – with their words, but also with their actions as they pitched in to 
help! The Rama culture is not normally very expressive of appreciation, so I was 
humbled as the children gave out hugs for the crafts and sweets offered to them. 
More than five times, I was thanked for the construction work FIA completed 
in the community, and multiple people thanked the leaders for being willing to 
share God’s Word with them each day! Four or five Rama women volunteered 
to cook food for everyone in attendance during the teachings. Two Rama men 
volunteered to boat villagers to the teaching multiple hours each day, and other 
indigenous men voluntarily built a grass-roof pavilion before we arrived, so the 
children would have a place to learn out of the sun and rain. 

And rain it did! A hurricane off the coast dumped inches of water each day, 
but the people continued to come! Between 80-88 adults and 120-145 children 
attended each day (up more than 50% from last year)! The conference was the 
first time that indigenous men served as translators, so the Rama heard 
the teaching in their native tongue of Rama Creole. It was humbling to see 
the people so engaged in the teaching and group sessions. Many of them were 
looking up Bible verses and taking notes as Rick Johnson spoke in Spanish on 
repentance, baptism, forgiveness, and demonstrating God’s love to others. The 
Rama were so enthralled with the teaching, I had four people ask me to bring 
English/Spanish Bibles for them to study the Scripture in both languages. Three 
others asked me to send them Study Bibles. And three couples asked if they 
could receive formal Bible training by attending Bible School! God is at work 

in the hearts of this people!

While some of our volunteer workers were making return trips this 
year, we had some first-time travelers as well. Baseball is an important 
part of Rama culture, and our friends at Messiah College partnered with 
us again to host a baseball evangelistic outreach. Josh did a wonderful 
job helping the Rama men to form an official Rama baseball league, 
encouraging them to compete with the local Bluefields and other 
national leagues, and 
sharing his love for the 
Lord with them. He 
also encouraged them 
to attend the Bible 
Conference meetings, 
and at least 8-10 did 
come.

(continued page 3) 
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We had three more volunteer teams travel to Nicaragua 
to help the Rama build a foot bridge in their new 
community. Workers from Messiah College’s 
Engineering Department, along with many friends 
from West Shore Evangelical Free Church, and other 
individuals were critical in spanning the 45-50ft 
swampy area that will eventually be dug into a water 
canal, allowing for better security and safety of the 
Rama’s boats. The bridge connects the new homes to 
the baseball field and projected sites of the clinic and 
school. 

1st Team –  accomplished site excavation, built forms,  
       and poured the footers.

2nd Team –  formed and poured the retainer walls, built the bridge 
crossing support tower, poured the walls, and half of 
the bridge crossing.

3rd Team-  the Rama men finished pouring the bridge-crossing 
concrete in one day after the 2nd team left. This 
completed the bridge construction. All that remains 
is to backfill the approach to the bridge on each side 
after the rainy season ends.  

Nya Robertson was one of our first-time volunteers to assist 
with the Rama children’s bible school. Travelling with her 
mother and two other mom/daughter families from Community 
Bible Church in Marietta, PA, Nya’s first time serving overseas 
left an unforgettable impression on them all. “One thing that 
made me feel so happy was that we had more kids every single 
day, which meant more kids wanted to learn about our Heavenly Father, and 
some kids might have told their friends to come. I’m so happy God gave us the 
opportunity to go on this trip,” Nya shared upon her return home. 

We are celebrating with great joy as we see the Rama responding to many years 
of your prayers, work, and financial investments. Times of ungratefulness, 
rejection, struggle and sacrifice have turned into praise, public testimonies, 
voluntary work, and expressions of true thankfulness! We are looking forward 
to returning to host further teaching and outreach next June. Please consider 
traveling with us! We would love to welcome each of you to experience the joy 
of serving these precious people. For more information, pictures, and upcoming 
trip details, check out the Rama page under Projects on our website (fiaintl.
org) or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/FriendsInAction/.THANK YOU so 
much for giving to make this summer of firsts a joyous reality!

Joyfully Pressing On!

Tim Johnston



HEADQUARTERS: “Lessons From a Chocolate Bar”

4

“Lessons From a Chocolate Bar”
FIA’s Middletown Headquarters is just miles away from the 
town of Hershey. After taking the Chocolate World tour with my 
children, I sat down to sink my teeth into one precious bite of 
simple, delicious, decadent chocolate contained in the free, mini 
Hershey bite provided.  “This is just so…good.” I sighed. Simple 
and good. I only wish I had more – a lot more!” By the next week, 
I made sure I had an entire King-Sized bar to enjoy.

A simple bite of chocolate was the inspiration for Friends In 
Action’s logo and website reboot. Just like a Hershey bar, FIA 
has a long-standing (20+ years) of simple goodness. Through our 
dedication to using construction projects to reach remote locations 
without the Gospel, we have stuck to our founders’ singular focus 
and experienced God’s goodness through seeing lives and communities changed by Christ. Time and again, we’ve 
been astounded by God’s sweetness in answering prayers and providing all that we need. As I Peter 2:2 says, “…
we have tasted the kindness of the Lord,” and it is so satisfying. We have tasted and seen that the Lord is good! 
(Psalm 38:4) 

Friends In Action’s logo and website are both venues to share the stories of God’s goodness with you and the 
world. What we had was like that precious, tiny bite of chocolate – so good, but it left you wanting more! So, 
more is what we’ve been working on!

Michelle Perez, FIA’s new graphic designer and webmaster, began efforts early in 2018 by conducting a survey of 
our mid-1990’s designed logo. “Most of those asked had no idea of our purpose by looking at our logo,” Michelle 
reported to our Board of Directors. After multiple redrafts and four more test group surveys, Michelle designed a 
new logo that appeals to a greater demographic of supporters while clearly depicting our mission. 

The skid steer pictured in yellow is a universally-accepted construction color and points to the construction 
projects that make us “unique” among other mission organizations. The road and plane represent the trips that 
are the backbone of our service. The plane is pointing upward to symbolize our heaven-ward direction. The 
tropical leaves outside a global shape point to our remote locations. The contrasting colors are more modern 
and can easily be seen from a distance. A new tagline “Moving Earth to Share Heaven” further articulates FIA’s 
passion to use construction as a platform to share the Gospel. 

After re-presenting the new logo and tagline to more test groups, respondents unanimously understood our purpose 
and said they would be happy to wear a t-shirt adorned with the logo. (If you would like to purchase a t-shirt or 
polo sporting the new logo to show your support of FIA, just drop us a line at FIA-USA@fiaintl.org and we can 
send you some options!)

(continued page 5)
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With the new logo prepared, Michelle continued her efforts towards providing 
us with a “king-sized” experience by tackling a reboot of our website. After 
collaboration with Kirby Umholtz (FIA’s Office Administrator) and Shannon 
Medich (FIA Communications Manager), Michelle designed a wonderful 
platform to put God’s sweetness and goodness through FIA on display! Who 
doesn’t like chocolate, and who doesn’t love hearing stories and seeing 
evidence of God on the move in the world?! You can check out our efforts 
at www.fiaintl.org.

There are so many new features on the new site! From blogs to streamlined 
giving options, updated pictures and videos from the field, surveys, forms, 
FAQs, staff bios, and more opportunities for you to interact and be involved 
- the new site shares God’s sweetness in so many ways! Take a look at our 
country map to read as much as you want about each of the six countries and 10 
projects FIA is currently involved with! You will find information and graphics 
on current projects, past history, stats on each country’s geography, culture, 
religion, people, food and more! This web experience is no “mini bite” of 
sweetness. There is plenty of evidence of God’s goodness to sink your teeth into 
and satisfy your deepest hunger to hear stories of His kindness.

We are just getting started! Keep checking back, as the site will be updated periodically with even more additions 
- the latest stories from the field, further financial accountability information and plenty more pictures and videos! 
We’d love to hear your thoughts and impressions about what you see. Feel free to follow us on Facebook www.
facebook.com/FriendsInAction/ and share your feedback in the comments section of our posts! We love it when our 
supporters take an active role in the ministry!

Celebrating God’s Sweetness!

Shannon Medich
FIA Communications
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FIA Missouri Team Update
The Shipping Department of Friends in Action, Intl. has been in 
operation since September of 1999.  It was started by Mike and 
Sue Ward.  After a couple of years of research and development, 
Mike was able to obtain the best prices on trucking and shipping 
for missionaries overseas.  Mike worked independently until 
2005, with the exception of help from his wife, Sue in the 
finance department, who also did a small amount of purchasing. 
We have counted greatly over the years on church volunteers to 
help with crating and packing of the containers. 

In 2005 the ministry headquarters moved to Pennsylvania, but 
the Shipping and Hospitality ministries remained in Missouri. 
Over the years, the ministry has grown exponentially.  From 
sending two overseas containers a year, we are now sending 
upwards of six containers a year as well as several smaller, crate 
shipments. We have been able to ship for 140 Ministries in over 
50 countries for over 1,000 missionaries. 

During the transition, Dick Thomas joined the Shipping Ministry as the 
Director of Purchasing. Dick and Linda were the first missionaries at 
Friends in Action, Intl. They have been indispensable in all areas, including 
the maintenance and upkeep on the building and grounds at the Missouri 
facility. In the purchasing capacity, he procures all essential supplies for 
ministries as well as missionaries all over the world. With his expertise in 
automotive he has been a huge help to many missionaries with parts for 
their tractors, cars, ATV’s, boats and several other mechanical needs.  Dick 
travels to shop for items as well as spends hours on the computer ordering 
supplies to help make life on the mission field a bit easier for missionaries.  

Sue works in the area of finance within the Shipping Ministry, as well as 
other secretarial needs. Linda continues to run the Hospitality Network as 
well as being our friendly receptionist.

At present the Wards and Thomases are running the Shipping and Hospitality 
Ministries and have been so blessed to be healthy and keep things progressing for all these years.  Now in 
their 70’s, they would like to have a couple younger families join them in order to keep the ministry going 
for many years to come. 
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SHORT TERM TEAM OPPORTUNITIES

It has been such a wonderful opportunity to work with so many Bible-believing 
organizations to see the Word of God in Jesus Christ spread worldwide.  What 
a privilege to be a small part of this big job.  

If you, or anyone you know, would have a heart desire to come alongside us 
here in Missouri, please contact us at Shipping@FIAintl.org, or 417-924-3220.  
Needed skills would include bookkeeping and warehouse tasks, including some 
equipment work, like forklift operation and being able to lift heavy items.

In Christ,

Sue Ward for The Missouri Team

 

SHORT TERM TEAM OPPORTUNITIES
NICARAGUA-RAMA – October, 2018. Two weeks. Approximate cost - $1750-$2000. Working on maintenance 
items at the Rama village. For further details, contact Tim Johnston at TimJohnston@fiaintl.org or 717-579-7001.

NICARAGUA-MISKITO – May, 2019.  Two weeks. Approximate cost - $2450.  Working on metal roofs, 
concrete, and painting.  For further details, contact Daryl Heller at DARYLHELLER@fiaintl.org or 717-507-0636.

NICARAGUA-RAMA – June, 2019. Two weeks. Approximate cost - $1750-$2000.  Bible Conference for adults 
and children.  Bible teaching for adults and Bible school for children.  For further details, contact Tim Johnston at 
TimJohnston@fiaintl.org or 717-579-7001.

VANUATU – July-August, 2019 (tentative).  Two weeks or more.  Approximate cost - $3,500-4,000 for two 
weeks.  Construction work at base camp.  For further details, contact Paul Brosey at PAULBROSEY@fiaintl.org 
or 717-546-0208.



                                                              2017 Progress Update
Location Description  Account #                 Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $20,032
Bolivia Ministries   550299 $19,500 $6,694
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $4,620
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                                                              550401 $98,600 $24,119
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $7,200
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $865
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $32,460 $7,520
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Development 400100 $360,632 $20,237   
FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $13,998
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $680
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $39,505 

USA: PO Box 323 • Elizabethtown, Pa.  17022
Phone: 717-546-0208
E-mail: FIA-USA@FIAintl.org
FRIENDS in Action is a 501(c)3 
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United Kingdom: 93 Carsonstown Road
Saintfield  BT24 7ED
CO DOWN
N. Ireland UK
Email: fia-uk@fiaintl.org.uk
Charitable Reference #XR59719

CANADA: 27 Long Stan
Stouffville, On L4A 1P5
Phone: 905-642-9531
Email: office.fiac@gmail.com  www.FIAintl.org
Charity Number: 818791212RR0001

Save the Date!

FRIENDS IN ACTION
AWARENESS BANQUET

Friday, November 2, 2018

Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg Hershey
4751 Lindle Rd, Harrisburg, PA 17111

Details will follow in your mail or email.


