
“Helping students impact their world”
“And that from a child you have known the holy scriptures, which are able to make you wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness…” II Timothy 3:15-16

When I asked a student how the University of Divine Grace (UDG) has impacted her life, she responded that 
although she had accepted Christ as her Savior at a camp, she did not know much about the Bible.  Her parents 
had joined a group that did not have an accurate understanding of Scripture.  Through studying the Bible herself 
at UDG, as well as experiencing the sound teaching of the professors here, she now clearly sees the truths of the 
Bible.  This experience has helped her to know how to understand the Bible correctly and be able to share effec-
tively with others.  She is excited to return to her family and pass along her newly discovered knowledge.

The founders of UDG’s vision was not only to evangelize, but to teach sound doctrine as well.  What began as a 
small endeavor to teach a few students soon expanded. A 70+ dormitory was just dedicated this year to accommo-
date more students who want to be equipped to reach their own people with God’s Word.  Students from Moldova 
are excited to return to their homeland churches to assist discipling others.   Approximately half of the students 
come from Central Asia, where church life is not a freedom to be taken for granted. Some know that persecution 
awaits their return, for they have seen their families face hardships because of their faith.  They come to UDG 
to be better prepared to live and lead others from their own spheres of influence to maturity in Christ.  The uni-
versity’s professors travel to Central Asian schools to teach students who cannot leave their communities and/or 
families, but have a hunger to know more biblical truth.
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MOLDOVA: “HELPING STUDENTS IMPACT THEIR WORLD”

A camp, which also serves as a boarding school, was donated to UDG this year.  Although a 
new facility is an additional responsibility, it is one that will greatly expand the reach of UDG 
to children, as well as teens. The leadership onsite believes the camp will provide the youth 
with opportunities beyond a high school education by teaching them life-skills, in addition to 
academic courses from a Christian worldview.  Before they can envision more benefits, the 
leadership has multiple physical needs with the grounds and buildings that they must address 
first.

Pray with us for Moldova:

•	 Pray that the leadership will have 
wisdom to lead both the University 
and the newly added camp 
responsibility.

•	 Pray for financial backers to help 
with students’ cost of education.

•	 Pray that the camp/school will have 
a great impact on younger students 
as they begin to make life decisions.

The University of Divine Grace has taken seriously the admonition of the Apostle Paul in II 
Timothy 2:2, “…And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”  From the beginning, the 
students and staff have walked in faith, trusting God each step of the way.  Approaching each 
new opportunity (such as the camp) from a biblical worldview, they believed that God was 
providing a new venue to serve Him with eternal impact.

Paul Brosey,  Project and Team Coordinator    
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PNG – “Redemption Around Every Corner”

After landing from a flight and river trip to assess some much needed 
repairs on missionary homes, Mike received a text to head back out 
on the road to help a stranded missionary with a flat tire. Another day, 
a distress call came from the Christian radio station in town asking 
for help to repair their broken generator so they could continue 
broadcasting.  Another occasion brought a flat tire to our big truck and 
trouble with the air brakes, resulting in the rear axle being chained to 
the frame just to make it back home. Our lives in PNG are filled with 
brokenness.  But then again, brokenness is our business here. It’s kind 
of necessary to the work we do. 

FIA established a base of operations in Wewak, a remote location only 
accessible by air and sea, to assist with mechanical repairs, building 
projects, and logistical services for bush missionaries. Showing up 
when things are falling apart is what we are here for. It’s through the 
brokenness and the necessary repairs that we have a platform to share about Christ and the 
redemption that only He can offer. With every repair, we get to reenact how God “fixes” the 
world, how He takes what is broken and remakes, restores and redeems it without cost through 
Jesus. 

We are excited that the 20’ supply container that we 
shipped this summer will be arriving any day! Lots of 
equipment necessary to reenact these fixes are inside - a 
planer, a table saw, and also a mower attachment for a 
bush missionary’s tractor used to cut their airstrip.  Plus, 
there are supplies for our woodshop and mechanical shop, 
new flooring for our mission house, replacement tires 
for our big truck, and school supplies for our daughter 
who teaches with New Tribes Mission (NTM) in the 
Highlands. Materials for redemption!  We’re so thankful.

Also in the Highlands now are our co-workers, the Montei 
family.  They relocated there this past summer to better 
help their boys with their schooling needs.  They’re being 
a huge blessing with the brokenness there as Brian helps 
with NTM’s maintenance and building projects.

In addition to physical “redemptions” around Papua New 
Guinea, we’ve seen spiritual restoration and wholeness 
especially in the lives of the workers we’re training at our 

base.  (continued page 4)                                                                                                                                

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: “REDEMPTION AROUND EVERY CORNER”
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA  

They’re starting to take turns leading morning devotions and these 
Bible studies have been a great help to Daniel, as he worked through 
the Bible instruction part of his Basic English course in preparation for 
his accounting and economic courses. His wife Julien has completed her 
coursework for the year, finishing first of about 4,000 students!  Being 
available to listen and encourage people with broken and hurting hearts 
is also a special blessing. We’ve seen God’s redemption in helping 
others that we live among by answering prayers and creating a sweet 
fellowship with one another.

It is also so redemptive to see some of our workers’ children being able to go to school because of 
your support!  These faithful, local workers struggle to pay for their children to attend school. In 
this third world country, there is no free, public education available in our area.  In addition, bus 
transport to school can cost up to 1/3 of their yearly wages!  Knowing that these precious little 
ones have a chance at reaching their God-given potential is one more piece of demonstrating His 
redemption in their lives!

We recently had an electrician from the US spend a week 
with us to help NTM with a major generator repair and 
also some of our own generator and electrical issues.  
NTM’s problem ended up being caused by a lizard 
getting caught inside the transfer switch, fried to a crisp 
and short circuiting crucial elements of the generator 
controls. It was a fairly quick and easy fix but that was 
one expensive lizard!  Mike often refers to PNG as “the 
land of heat and broken stuff.” We feel so blessed that 
as broken yet redeemed people ourselves, we can have a 
part in fixing brokenness in so many ways here in PNG.

May your heart be encouraged by hearing of God’s redemptive work in Papua New Guinea. What 
hope we have knowing that because of Jesus “…all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe- 
people and things, animals and atoms – get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all 
because of His death, His blood that poured down from the Cross.” Colossians 1:16 The Message. 

Mike & Ruth Butler, Field Leaders
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Dear Friends,                      

As we enter this New Year, I find myself reflecting on what has passed and looking forward to what is to 
come. My heart is full of awe and thankfulness, as I recall the works of God through FRIENDS In Ac-
tion’s (FIA) efforts and His faithful answers to so many prayers! 
In Africa, 33 new wells are providing clean water to over 16,000 people! Hundreds have placed their faith 
in Christ as they experience the love of God poured out to them through the gift of water. In Papua New 
Guinea, many missionaries have been encouraged as our team repaired their boat motors, generators, 
vehicles, and cut lumber to build their homes and other buildings. In Bolivia, the indigenous teachers are 
excited about the training center being built to teach their own people. They look forward to listening 
to the Christian radio station, and await the arrival of the river boat as it brings medical supplies, youth 
activities and God’s Word to the little villages along the Amazon. These ministries continue to impact 
hundreds of lives, with many coming to Christ last year. Yes, God is at work in many places! Because of 
your prayers, the Rama people in Nicaragua are now being taught the word of God by a trained Rama 
Bible Teacher! This is something we have waited a long time to see happen.
Each year we set goals and objectives for the year ahead, and we wonder how we will ever accomplish 
those goals. But God is faithful to go before us! He continues to touch the hearts of many people to join 
us in this effort of fulfilling the Great Commission. Jesus said in Matthew 28: 19-20, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, …. teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, 
(or take note) I am with you always…to the end of the age.” 
It’s with the confidence that God will fulfill His promises, and by faith that He goes before us, that we 
continue to press on. As we remember His past faithfulness, we know He is fully trustworthy to provide 
and go before our efforts to fulfill His Great Commandment again in the year ahead.
I’m so very thankful for the FRIENDS in Action (FIA) missionaries and staff that serve with us. They 
have worked hard in 2017, and we have seen God go before each of the fields and projects active around 
the globe. Looking ahead, I’m so pleased to share that God has blessed us with new partners to serve in 
Vanuatu fulltime, with two ladies in the communications department at our headquarters, and with help 
for the well drilling in Africa during the past year! Thank you for praying, because I am confident that 
your prayers brought these workers into the field! 
God has also blessed us with a wonderful team of volunteers and donors like you, that make all that we do 
possible! This year, 37 volunteers assisted with our warehouse, equipment repairs, headquarters’ grounds, 
office mailings and other things that needed done. We are also so grateful for the volunteers that gave of 
their time and resources to serve on our short-term mission trips. I was surprised to realize we had 40 men 
and women from the USA and Canada serve overseas on these work teams during 2017. If you were one 
of those people, please know how much we value and appreciated your help! 
Your prayers, gifts, and service are all part of seeing FIA’s projects and ministries accomplished. It’s a big 
task, but together we can see it done in our generation. I want to invite you to keep praying, giving and 
going this year. If you have never been involved, please join us! We are praying for more laborers and 
partners to fulfill the Great Commission. I can assure you that you will return home truly blessed. Thank 
you for partnering with us! May God richly bless you for it!

Pressing on!  

Tim Johnston, Executive Director

DIRECTOR’S DESK
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BURKINA FASO: “SEEING THROUGH THE DUST”

“SEEING THROUGH THE DUST”
It was an early start to the day when we pulled into the tiny village five hours west and north 
of the capital in Burkina Faso.  Midway through a two week drilling trip, we had already seen 
three successful wells drilled in three different communities – one for the new FIA Burkina Faso 
operations yard, and two in neighboring villages working with the national church – and we 
were expectantly looking ahead to 
complete a fourth well here.  

The first week saw great 
encouragement to the ministry 
having the well drilled at the FIA 
property; it will be a blessing in 
the months to come as we start to 
develop that property, building a 
wall and a new workspace for the 
long-term facility of FRIENDS IN 
ACTION International – Burkina 
Faso.  As we started to set up the 
work site for drilling in this village, 
we received a report of five new 
believers in the first village where 
we had drilled.  These were people drawn to the church wondering and asking about the ‘nasara’ 
(white men) who had come to drill a well, and choosing to follow the Jesus who had compelled 
the ‘nasara’ to come.  

As work began in this fourth village, things were… different.  The pastor and his family were on 
the outskirts of the village, already having been pushed out once from being in the village and 
about to be pushed back further again.  The village itself (let’s called it Village C) has a history of 
tradition and ancestral worship.  When it comes to finding water, it would be common to sacrifice 
an animal through the local spiritual leader to bless the work or else call down the wrath of the 
spirits for ignoring them.  

In the past several villages, when we started to 
drill we hit a source of water relatively quickly 
(within 80-100 feet) that would build to provide 
a source of water for the community.  In “C”, we 
passed by this depth and kept going, and going, 
and going.  First one hole down to 300 feet (our 
maximum depth) and then a second hole… both 
holes yielding insufficient volumes of water to 
provide a well.  By our definition a dry hole.  

As hard as it is to drill one dry hole and then another dry hole, it is even harder to have to tell the 
pastor and those people that there is no more that can be done for now--that we have to move on.  It 
is sobering and humbling, as these people who have nothing and have been left equally bare come 
with gratitude and offer thanks for work well done.  (continued page 7) 
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It is also challenging to hear the request from the pastor for 
prayer, as rumors began to spread quickly of the inadequacy 
of the Christian God failing to provide water for His people.  

For some reason it tends to be the dry wells that cause us 
to grow in our faith and trust – we don’t have the answers 
to the “why” when we cannot successfully leave a well in 
a village setting, but we are constantly reminded that even 
though we can’t, God is still at work in that place.  This 
trip the team was reminded that the qualities of the God we 
serve are not conditional on the outcomes of circumstance 
or events – God is faithful whether or not we see a successful well.  God continues to have 
a plan for His Glory even though circumstances may seem to be to the contrary.  Who’s to 
say what is going to happen in Village C the next time we come back (because we ARE 
going to go back), when we do get water, and when the people there find out just who is 
the God we serve. 

As with Job when God responds when questioned on the “why” of tribulation, the Lord 
answers our question with another question – “Where were you when I laid the earth’s 
foundation? Tell me, if you understand.  Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you 
know!  Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who 
laid its cornerstone—while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for 
joy?” (Job 38:4-7).  Who are we from our side of creation to question the One who created 
the world and everything in it, in order that He may receive the Glory?  

As team members share in the work, as national pastors and Christians labor in remote 
parts of the country of Burkina Faso, we partner together to see opportunities made to 
share about Christ.  In some cases it is the first time the Word of God is shared in a village.  
Other times, it is about coming alongside a struggling church and showing them they are 
not alone.  Through it all, our measure of success is oftentimes redefined as we ask God to 
help us see this work through His eyes, to take us where He would have us to go – to not be 
looking so far ahead that we miss out on where He has placed us right then and there.

We drilled two dry holes in Village C – and yet for some of the team members, it was a 
precious time sharing with the pastors and Christians there, and being challenged yet again 
in our faith to draw close to God.  We thank God that His plans are far beyond ours and that 
He knows what He’s doing way better than we do.

Keep praying for the pastors and Christians we work with in Burkina Faso – as security 
changes in the country have affected where we drill, we also are recognizing we need to be 
protecting our partners who are associated with us.  We pray for a boldness to continue to 
share the Gospel, and that just as the church in Acts grew in light of persecution, that the 
Church in Burkina Faso would grow and be strengthened even in light of challenges and 
difficulties.  

Thank you for walking with us.  God bless you and keep you.

Matt Durkee, Field Leader – Burkina Faso



Work Teams
Nicaragua:

Miskito
Nicaragua:

Rama
Vanuatu
Bolivia

                                                              2017 Progress Update
Location Description  Account #                 Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $56,644
Bolivia Ministries   550299 $19,500 $14,035
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $22,252
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                                                              550401 $98,600 $98,390
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $19,860
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $6,961
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $32,460 $32,876
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Development 400100 $360,632 $143,783   
FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $22,715
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $1,700
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $52,036

2018 Short Term Mission Team Opportunities

BOLIVIA:  April 1-15: Helpers needed to paint the entire riverboat.  Families welcome.  
Wood workers needed.  Volunteers must know some Spanish.  Orphanage workers needed to 
assist orphans in learning baseball, help needed to assist in the kitchen.

May 17-26; May 25-June 4; June 4-12. Mission medical/evangelistic teams going to remote 
villages in the Amazon jungle on the riverboat.  Doctors & nurses needed.  Spanish speaking 
volunteers who can share the gospel and work with children. Cost: $2200. Contact: Gary 
Ferch: gferch@sbcglobal.net; 636-448-0878

NICARAGUA – MISKITO:  May 16-31: Re-roofing a home – welding – making a trailer – 
framing a roof from Diego’s house to the children’s church – installing doors and windows. 
Cost: $2450.  Contact: Daryl Heller: darylheller@fiaintl.org; 717-507-0636

NICARAGUA – RAMA:  May 25-June 9: Baseball workshop and evangelism.  Baseball 
players with a solid working knowledge of baseball welcome.  

June 8-18: Bible Conference – Volunteers needed to help with teaching adults and children and 
preparing meals. Contact: Tim Johnston: timjohnston@fiaintl.org; 717-279-7001

VANUATU:  February/March – Contact: Tim Johnston: timjohnston@fiaintl.org; 717-579-
7001.   July/August – Contact Paul Brosey:   Construction workers – all trades needed. Con-
tact: Paul Brosey: beepab@centurylink.net; 717-546-0208
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