
THE CHALLENGE
OCTOBER 2018

FIAintl.org

Wrapped in a blanket, a young mother sits on the floor with chewed bits of leaf 
plastered through her hair, evidence that the witchdoctor had visited. After her 
recent miscarriage, the “custom men,” Vanuatu’s version of witch doctors, had 
made water taboo for her. She was instructed to not drink, wash or bathe for at 
least five days. Despite the visiting missionary’s gift of vitamins and a discussion 
about blood loss and dehydration, she was terrified to disobey his instructions. 

The NiVan people of Vanuatu are in tremendous bondage to fear of evil spirits. 
This people group, located in the interior jungle regions of a tiny South Pacific 
island, engage in all kinds of rituals to protect themselves. Believing that special 
power from rocks will ensure their safety and prosperity, many of them carry smooth 
stones in bags and display them in prominent areas of their homes. Some NiVan 
believe that ancestral ghosts haunt their descendants and visit them in their dreams. 
They also brush salt water on the four corners of a building or sprinkle holy water 
to keep evil spirits at bay. Yet, the spiritual needs of the NiVan people are not only 
limited to false ancestral and animistic beliefs. 

After listening to the sound of children playing in the bush, the local NiVan Pastor 
Gabi made his way to two men sitting not far away. From bits of his conversation, 

Continued on page 2 u

FINDING FREEDOM FROM SPIRITUAL BONDAGE
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he can be heard engaging the men about their salvation, 
“Yes, but all have sinned and fallen short of His glory…none 
is considered righteous.” Many NiVan have heard pieces of 
the Gospel passed down from missionary visits since the early 
1900s. Sadly, they often trust in a works-based salvation mixed 
with praying to deceased ancestors. Being a friendly and 
welcoming people, some of them have agreed to serve Jesus 
without truly understanding their commitment. They are a 
people in desperate need of evangelism and discipleship.

Friends in Action is committed to helping the NiVan people 
come to a full understanding of salvation in Christ alone. In 
the NiVan culture, it is customary to be invited into a village by 
its chief. FIA’s construction projects are often the reason 
chiefs permit missionaries access to their people. Through 
our efforts to construct a 6-kilometer road connecting villages 
with schools and a medical clinic in 2011, more than 240 
people trusted in Christ!

“We want to thank you for the road project that you did. It greatly 
improved and changed our standard of living. The road now 
gives us access to all the schools, Bible college, and clinics, 
and it improved the overall economy of the area by making 
a way for us to take our commerce to market,” commented 
Chief Basil Tavueru.

Through a new, proposed training/conference center and a 
water project, we hope to gain access to 30 more villages 
to share the Gospel! In August, Paul Brosey, FIA’s Project and 
Team Coordinator, led 14 workers from 5 different churches in 
efforts toward constructing a base camp to support the new 
project ventures. The team began a bar-joist roof system for 
a kitchen/dining room area, constructed a shower house out 
of block with a wood truss/rafter system, began installation of 
a septic system, as well as repaired and repainted machinery. 

“It was great to be able to share my trade skills. Our work 
was certainly necessary to prepare a base of operations for 
all the work to be done on the island. It will be a great facility 
for future work teams and a training campus for the Christian 
natives and pastors to further their understanding of spreading 
God’s Word,” shared Andy Bachert, a work team volunteer. 

“A conference facility to house and teach faithful men and 
women with the Word of God is critical for outreach on 
the island,” shared local missionaries. FIA is thrilled to have 
acquired land large enough to accommodate a conference facility 
for Bible training, youth camps, and conferences to support 
several missionaries and local churches. “It’s so important to 
provide opportunities for local pastors and missionaries to ‘fill 
their own cups’ too! The trainings and conferences available 

VANUATU UPDATE
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through a facility such as this will be instrumental in assisting 
their service to the people,” commented a visiting national 
pastor. 

John Linkoth, Chairman of the Tiale Language Group also 
brought to FIA’s attention the need for water in some local 
villages. “I have twelve family members living in Mataloi village. 
This water project will help us in a big way. It will benefit all the 
surrounding villages as well. We are currently walking to get 
water that is about an hour and a half to reach and requires 
a big climb up a hill to return to Mataloi with the water. The 
water project will be a very big help to us.”

Partnering with Messiah College’s Engineering Department, 
FIA has secured a water source more than capable of helping 
the NiVan. It is a huge undertaking requiring more than 
$400,000 and 4-5 years in scope, but we can bring water 
off a mountain through gravity-fed piping to over 3,000 
people (30 villages, 3 schools, and 2 medical clinics) below! 
Pastor Gabi promises, “If we can bring the people water, they 
will welcome us to tell them about the source of Living Water, 
Jesus Himself.” That makes every effort and cost worthwhile!

FIA’s goal is not clean water or making the lives of the NiVan 
people more comfortable, although our hope is this also is 
accomplished along the way. The reason for our existence 
and our continued commitment is that the Gospel will be 
preached to souls living in darkness, so they can come 
into God’s Kingdom of Light through Jesus.

“Through the testimony of your good work, it has greatly 
helped soften and prepare the hearts of the people towards 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Because these good deeds have 
shown the love and compassion of God, as a result people 
have come to know that God loves and cares for them. This 
causes them to praise God just like it says in Matthew 5:16,” 
reported Pastor Gabriel Puneret from Mataloi Bible Baptist 
Church/Big Bay Bible School.

We thank God that He uses our construction projects to 
open such doors around the world! Please join your prayers 
and resources with ours! We can bring thousands more the 
Good News of freedom in Jesus by meeting the critical needs 
of the NiVan people of Vanuatu.

Pressing On!

Tim Johnston
Executive Director

“If we can bring the 
people water, they 
will welcome us to tell 
them about the source 
of Living Water, Jesus 
Himself.”

–Pastor Gabi

PLEASE PRAY WITH US FOR:
• Partner churches to back the conference center needs 
• Companies to donate pipe for the water project
• Equipment operators 
• Volunteer laborers
• Financial supporters

PR
AY
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The Rama Cay Indians • Nicaragua
About 1,400 Rama reside on a poverty-stricken island almost forgotten 
by the mainland. Since 2004, FIA has assisted the Rama in building 
a new community. Through overseeing the construction of 15 new 
homes, a water system, a workshop, and housing for work teams and 
national missionaries, FIA has taught the Rama welding, woodworking, 
mechanical, and masonry skills.

Empowered to operate a block press and sawmill themselves, the 
Rama continue to expand their new community while benefitting 
from other potential income venues. Meeting their critical housing 
needs has opened their hearts and lives to the Good News of Jesus! 

The Wewak and Sepik People • Papua New Guinea
In PNG, there is no guaranteed free, public education. The local workers 
struggle to pay for schooling as even the bus transport can cost up to 
1/3 of their yearly wages! Your partnership with FIA in 2017 enabled 
15 of these precious little ones to have a chance at reaching their 
God-given potential by assisting with their school fees.

Delvine, a Sepik little girl, was slated to a life of carrying water and helping 
to cook for her family of six. She likely would have only completed a 
primary education, possibly sixth grade. In Papua New Guinea, female 
participation rates in all levels of education are among the lowest in the 
world! Through generous donations from Friends In Action, Intl. 
supporters, Delvine has been able to defy the odds in PNG. Not 
only did she complete primary and secondary school, she was able to 
attend teacher’s college, and now leads her own classroom in a remote 
bush location in the Sepik region of PNG.

Your investments in FIA’s ministries have also resulted in a success 
story for Daniel, a Wewak man FIA trained in woodworking skills. Daniel 
has transferred his newly acquired training into a better livelihood for his 
family, and he has even begun business training to assist in the financial 
aspects of running a woodworking shop as well!

The NiVan People • Vanuatu
In 2011, FIA partnered with a local NiVan pastor and indigenous workers 
to construct a six-kilometer road linking 13 villages in the mountainous 
region to existing road systems on the island. Nationals were trained 
to run a back hoe, tractor, sawmill, and numerous power tools, in 
addition to learning plumbing and machinery repair. Simon, a local 

EDUCATING THE WORLD’S NEXT GENERATION
Education has been a natural outgrowth of the construction projects that serve as the backbone of 
FIA’s ministries. By helping to fund primary education for children and teaching vocational skills to 
adults, FIA empowers others to build better futures for themselves. In every nation and with every 
people group with whom FIA partners, there is always an opportunity to teach and disciple. 
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NiVan man shared, “I am amazed that Christians should care so much 
for the jungle people. We have seen ‘the church’ come in before, but 
then they leave and do not take an interest in training us or coming 
back to see our growth. This time it is different.” 

Education in West Africa
Through one of FIA’s earliest and longest running projects, volunteers 
partner with local West African nationals to drill water wells in very remote 
parts of West Africa. To ensure a sustainable clear water source, 
indigenous pastors are trained in how to repair and maintain the 
pumps.

In addition, teaching hand-washing with clean water and soap at critical 
times (before meals, after using the bathroom) saves countless lives by 
reducing deaths due to bacteria and diarrhea.

The University of Divine Grace • Moldova
In Moldova, UDG provides an opportunity for students from Central 
Asian countries to receive a biblical education, equipping them to return 
home to share God’s love in areas “closed” to western outreach.

“I am so grateful to study at the university. I pray for God’s strength and 
wisdom to know how to help and learn to reach lost people,” shared 
Udeeka, a young woman from Kurdistan. Friends In Action sponsors 
students to provide for their tuition, books, and study materials. 

Although Moldova is not considered a remote location, we know our 
investment into these students’ lives will take the Gospel behind doors 
that are closed to the rest of the world. 

Discipleship in Bolivia and Beyond
While a Bible school existed in town, most Bolivian villagers do not 
have the high school diploma required to attend. Many of those saved 
through the Riverboat (El Misionero) or radio ministries (Inspiración) 
have no way to attend church or receive discipleship.

Partnering with local pastors in 2016, FIA began constructing an 
Indigenous Training Center where indigenous people from the “bush” 
outside of Guayaramerin have an opportunity to be discipled.  There 
they are equipped to evangelize their neighbors, taking the Gospel even 
deeper into the jungles!

EDUCATING THE WORLD’S NEXT GENERATION

Whether going deeper into God’s Word or acquiring a trade or skill, FIA’s educational efforts help 
others reach their God-given potential. Proverbs 18:5 tells us, “The heart of the discerning acquires 
knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out.” FIA is so grateful to all those who sponsor 
students and support our educational efforts around the globe! Thank you! 
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Partnering with new pastors and 
communities there that are thirsty 
and suffering.

Persevering to see water come to 
Village “C.” Two attempts and drilling 
300 feet left them dry last year. 

Working in ten new villages in which 
we’ve never attempted to drill.

Coming alongside pastors and their families, who have sacrificed so much to 
carry the name of Jesus forward in these communities.

Bringing a message of hope—a 
message that even though the world 
has forgotten you and has stacked a 
deck against you, God can bring life 
out of the ashes and provide water 
to thirsty souls. 

Challenging our own perspective of 
Who God is and His place in our lives. 

Realizing how much we are blessed 
with, and how much He calls us to 
love and serve others. 

IT’S NOT 
ALL ABOUT 
THE WELLS:
WEST AFRICA

Over the past number of months, we have been fine tuning our work partnerships and upcoming 
well location sites for this season. Between November and March, we hope to utilize four teams to 
drill 16 wells. Sites are being surveyed and routes mapped to get out to communities where people have 
been waiting for years for access to safe, clean water.

This year, we completed a major overhaul on the suspension of our compressor trailer, which will 
enable us to carry the large 750 CFM compressor into the back bush of the country. In July, we shipped 
three crates containing all our essential maintenance supplies to service the well-drilling equipment and 
vehicles (a suspension kit, tires, filters, etc.). Everything we do is focused on drilling these desperately 
needed wells that will bring health to so many villages.

But it is not all about the wells.

Here’s what it is about: 

Friends In Action, Intl. has been working in the western part 
of Africa for over 15 years. Thanks to your giving, we have used 
well drilling rigs, support vehicles, submersible pumps and hand 
pumps to drill over 250 wells in our current remote location alone! 
When people ask us about our work in Africa, they always inquire 
about the specifics of drilling wells, especially how far down we go.
But it is not all about the wells.
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Pray for wisdom as we 
seek to demonstrate 
God’s love to West Africa 
and also that the Lord will 
guide and provide for even 
more well drilling. Ask God 
how you can play a part.

Our in-country team continues 
to expand, and we would love 
to have more men or family 
units come to serve with us 
full-time. 

We continue to trust in the 
Lord who provides, and trust 
that you who read these 
Challenges will be challenged 
to consider how to partner 
with us in serving Him.

There is no place too far for the Lord’s love not to reach. I can’t tell you the number of people we have 
served who say, “We were told we could never have water here,” or “This land is cursed. How is there 
water?” God is not finished with this ministry—not yet. 

Doors have closed to us to work in certain parts of the 
country—places where we have been working for many 
years and have close relationships with the people there. 

But closed doors do not mean the end of a ministry. It 
means looking to see where the doors are open and 
realizing that we are being led to focus somewhere else. 
I am excited at the challenge that is before us, because 
it is bringing us in contact with new ministry partners and 
new unreached communities, places that have never had 
the Gospel preached. 

The work of Friends in Action in this country is drilling wells. 
The ministry of Friends in Action is seeing the Word of 
God preached, the name of Jesus shared, the love of God 
poured out, and the work of the Church pushed forward. 

Our relationships with our partners are stronger every 
year. Since establishing FIA as a not-for-profit organization 
in-country, we have been developing our base of operations 
to grow more effective from a practical perspective.

3 Ways You Can Help:

The work of Friends in 
Action in this country 
is drilling wells. The 
ministry of Friends in 
Action is seeing the Word 
of God preached, the name 
of Jesus shared, the love 
of God poured out, and 
the work of the Church 
pushed forward. 

IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT THE WELLS: WEST AFRICA

Blessings from “a dry and thirsty land, where there is no water,” but from where the Lord is definitely at 
work.

Matt Durkee

Field Leader
West Africa Well Drilling Ministry



2018 PROGRESS UPDATE
Location Description  Account #         Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $25,227
Bolivia Ministries  550299 $19,500 $10,449
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $8,030
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                               550401 $98,600 $44,999
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $7,675
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $2,845
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $32,460 $15,665
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Dev. 400100 $360,632 $40,239  

FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $26,474
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $1,060
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $50,657 

PO Box 323, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
3898 E Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
Phone: 717.546.0208 
Fax: 717.546.0214
USA Email: FIA-USA@fiaintl.org
501(c)3 Non-profit Organization

93 Carsonstown Rd, Saintfield, 
Ballynahinch BT24 7ED, N. Ireland, UK
Phone: 00 44 (0) 7775 722787
UK Email: fia-uk@fiaintl.org.uk
Charitable Reference: #XR59719
friendsinaction.org.uk

27 Long Stan
Stouffville, Ontario L4A 1P5
Phone: 905.642.9531
CA Email: office.fiac@gmail.com
Charity Number: 818791212RR0001

FIAintl.org

NICARAGUA-RAMA 
Contact Tim Johnston: 717-579-7001 
or TimJohnston@fiaintl.org
November 30–December 8, 2018: 
Opportunity for someone with portable 
Lone Star well drilling experience to help 
with a couple of water wells at the Rama 
village. Approximate Cost: $1,850.
Early March, 2019 • 2 weeks: Construct 
a playground at the Rama village. 
Approximate Cost: $1,850.
June, 2019 • 2 weeks: Bible teaching 
for adults and Bible school for children. 
Approximate Cost: $1,750-$2,000.

NICARAGUA-MISKITO 
Contact Daryl Heller: 717-507-0636 or 
DarylHeller@fiaintl.org
May, 2019 • 2 weeks: Working on metal 
roofs, concrete, and painting. Approximate 
Cost: $2,450
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Contact Paul Brosey: 717-546-0208; 
717-629-7328 or PaulBrosey@fiaintl.org
Early April 2019 • 2–3 weeks: Construction 
work on base camp. In need of mechanics, 
plumbers, electricians. Approximate 
Cost: $3,500.
July or August 2019 • 2 weeks or more: 
Construction work on base camp. Details 
to follow.

MOLDOVA 
Contact Paul Brosey: 717-546-0208; 
717-629-7328 or PaulBrosey@fiaintl.org
Late May 2019 • 2 weeks: Construction 
work in Moldova. Approximate Cost: 
$2,000.


