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Eliel Languidey Mendez trusted in Jesus Christ as his Savior twenty years ago. He 
lived on a small acreage in the jungle with his father and mother. His family raised 
bananas and yucca as cash crops to sustain a living. Growing up in the jungle 
and living on the river miles from any village or town was a different kind of 
life, but Eliel loved it.

Since outboard motors were the primary means of propelling him to social life and 
visiting his friends, Eliel became proficient in repairing small engines as he grew 
older. Eliel’s father, Pablo, sometimes captained riverboats, guiding them through 
the dangerous waters of the Mamore River, in Northern Bolivia.  Eliel would help 
his dad on these boats, especially with the mechanical workings of the engines. 

Four years ago, Eliel became a crewman on El Misionero, the medical mission 
outreach along the Amazon River. Being part of the medical missionary teams 
who reach the lost and provide medical assistance to remote Amazon villages that 
have no medical clinics, doctors, or dentists, made Eliel passionate about helping 
others. He began volunteering his time and skills to help on more and more mission 
outreaches.  All the while, he grew in his love for the Lord Jesus.

Continued on page 2 u

GOING DEEPER INTO GOD’S WORD AND THE AMAZON JUNGLE:
BOLIVIA’S INDIGENOUS TRAINING CENTER 
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In 2015, Eliel was asked to preach at a village one night where 
the mission team had worked throughout the day. He exclaimed, 
“I have never preached or taught God’s Word before… I’m not 
qualified.” After being urged on, he reluctantly agreed to try.

Since that night, Eliel has hungered to learn God’s Word 
in depth. Provided with a Scofield Study Bible and an Old 
Testament commentary (all in Spanish—Eliel speaks no English), 
he began to study faithfully every week. These tools are very 
expensive to Bolivians whose weekly income is about the same 
price of just one study Bible! Eliel cherished them.

Eliel’s story coincides with another of FIA’s ministries in 
Bolivia—The Indigenous Training Center. Construction on the 
ITC located in the remote bush regions outside Guayaramerin, 
Bolivia began six years ago. Because many Bolivians lack a 
high school diploma, they cannot afford (and are not permitted 
to) attend seminary. Often those saved through the El Misionero 
medical riverboat or Inspiracion radio ministries have no way 
to attend church or receive the discipleship needed to become 
spiritual leaders among their own people. The Indigenous 
Training Center is focused on equipping those who lack 
resources but have a heart for ministry. Partnering with 
Bolivian Pastor Saul Peralta Languidey, the ITC has housed 
five conferences ministering to over 1,000 villagers (including 
teachings for both men, women, and children)!

We are so grateful to each of you who prayed and gave to 
make this opportunity to study God’s word a reality! At the 
inception of the project, Friends In Action helped to construct 
a 100’ x 35’ meeting area, (basically a pole barn with a tin roof 
supported by wooden beams and poles weighing hundreds 
of pounds each), to provide a gathering place for teaching.

This year, teams worked to replace the wooden beams rotted 
by the rains and humid jungle climate with concrete/rebar poles. 
In December 2017, a tank was installed to provide a clean 
water source for those visiting. In addition, two dormitories 
were completed in March 2018 to house villagers attending 
the teachings. A large kitchen and a secondary kitchen, with 
an open-frame construction for a wood firepit and mud oven, 
were built to accommodate Bolivian-style village cooking for 
the guests.

Power is currently produced using a diesel generator. 

All the ITC buildings have been wired, but we continue to 
pray for the funds to install poles to bring electricity to the 
center (a $3,000 remaining need). 

Eliel’s passion to better understand biblical truths led him 
to attend the Bible conferences and in-depth teaching 

BOLIVIA’S INDIGENOUS TRAINING CENTER
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sessions at The Indigenous Training Center. Eliel embraced 
these wonderful training events and attended all the sessions 
offered! Soon, Eliel considered Jack Nugter, a former missionary 
to Bolivia who currently resides in his home country of Holland, 
a close friend. Jack often came to the ITC to teach church 
planting principles, and over time helped Eliel with many 
questions as he became grounded in God’s Word. 

A natural teacher, Eliel now goes out each week to preach 
in villages in remote regions of the bush and river, using 
his knowledge to share with others. Eliel and his wife, 
Katherine are considering full-time work to oversee the medical 
riverboat outreach.

Part of Eliel’s responsibilities will be to continue to study God’s 
Word, preach at all the villages where El Misionero travels, and 
to manage the mechanics on the riverboat. They will need to 
live by faith to raise their $800/month financial support. This 
is a considerable amount in a country where people have little 
expendable income to share with others. 

Jesus tells us in John 8, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples,” and “You will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free.” We know that we cannot develop the strength 
of wisdom and witness in the Lord by any other means than 
study and meditation in the Word of God. If we want to hold 
fast to Christ and advance in the faith, we must become 
people of the Book.

Your investment in Friends In Action’s ministries in Bolivia 
is bringing that Truth to Eliel and so many more like him! 
Thank you for praying and giving to see the Good News spread 
even further and deeper into the tiny villages of the Amazon 
and across the globe!

With Gratitude,

Gary Ferch
Bolivia Field Leader & Representative

Eliel now goes out 
each week to preach 
in villages in remote 
regions of the bush 
and river, using his 
knowledge to share 
with others.

PLEASE PRAY WITH US FOR:

• More indigenous people of Bolivia to put their trust in Christ as the Gospel is shared.
• Continued spiritual growth for those seeking to deepen their faith at The Indigenous 

Training Center.
• Funds to install poles to bring electricity to the center.
• Financial support for Eliel and Katherine as they consider overseeing the medical 

riverboat outreach full time.

PR
AY
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Having an all-terrain vehicle capable of going above and beyond in 
navigating uncharted territory is an absolute must for this ministry! 
Whether it’s hauling supplies to missionaries, transporting work 
teams and ministry laypeople to the bush, or serving as a makeshift 
ambulance, FIA’s 23-year-old truck has seen its share of service.

As the third owners of the vehicle, we’ve put on over 100,000 miles, 
replaced the bed three times, the inside deck twice, and welded the 
cab floor twice! If this truck could speak, it could tell some stories!

Rescuing a Stranded Missionary
Like the time Mike traveled several hours in it to pick up a stranded 
missionary who broke down when the lug nuts snapped off the 
rear wheel of his vehicle. The missionary was attempting to take 
his work team and building supplies back to a medical clinic in a very 
remote area. The average weight for this type of ministry transport is 
1,984 pounds, and this time was no different!

The trip to the clinic location would take the truck over 100 miles through 
the extreme conditions of the Angoram highway (nearly impassable 
when it rains). Then the items would be loaded into a 21-foot boat for 
the 4-5-hour trip upriver to the swamp area of the lower Sepik River, 
and along several small tributaries, before arriving at the clinic site. 

Unfortunately, the missionary’s vehicle wasn’t up to the extreme 
conditions, making a distress call to Mike necessary.

After securing the repair parts, Mike and his national coworker, Daniel 
headed out in their own truck around 1:30 pm, driving in mud up to 
the door handles, to reach the missionary’s location.

Using a large jack and battery impact guns, Mike and Daniel pulled the 
wheel and brake drum off, pounded out the broken studs, replaced 
them, and readjusted the brakes. They were done in less than 20 
minutes, and the missionary was so grateful!

As Mike and Daniel headed back to FIA’s basecamp, it was beginning 
to get dark.

UNTIL THE WHEELS FALL OFF—AND THEN SOME!
Ministering to the Wewak of Papua New Guinea
Through mudslides, floods, jungle overgrowth, over mountains, and through riverbeds, Mike and Ruth Butler 
(Friends In Action’s team leaders to Papua New Guinea) have faithfully served the Wewak people for over 
20 years! Ministering to other missionaries in very remote locations of PNG’s bush regions has provided the 
Butlers with more than a few Indiana-Jones style, hair-raising adventure stories! Often the rough terrain has 
literally caused the wheels to fall off our equipment as FIA partners to reach further into the far-flung 
areas of PNG!
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While bouncing in and out of the ruts and holes, the headlights 
became unwired! By the light of the moon and a tiny flashlight, Mike 
MacGyver-ed a fix using tape to rig the wiring back to the battery 
terminal before a more permanent solution the next day. They finally 
arrived at the base after 9:30 pm! Another typical day of using the 
truck to minister in PNG!

Transporting the Sick
The truck has also helped save lives! Coming home with vegetables 
one day, through the rough terrain and deep river-crossings of the 
East Coast highway, a small group of villagers flagged Mike and 
Daniel down. A very pregnant woman needed to be transported to 
the town hospital. As she and several other women climbed into the 
back, an old man asked if an elderly lady, very ill with dysentery, 
could join as well.

Normally, the villagers would have to pay for a PMV (public motor 
vehicle), which is a large open-bed truck to take them to find help. 
Due to the salt air, rains, and humid conditions in the area, not many 
PMVs service these remote villages.

The elderly woman’s family was so grateful for the transport, and 
later told us that she would have died that day had FIA’s truck 
not been available!

Expanding the Ministry Impact
The Butlers are looking to expand their ministry impact in 2019 
with a double cab Toyota Land Cruiser. The new vehicle will help 
with moving people from the airport to work projects, as well as assist 
with service calls and supply runs along the 100-mile interior roads.

The old truck will allow Daniel to be a driver-in-training, as he 
begins to take more of a leadership role in reaching his own 
people through ministry ventures. In addition, it will be used for 
any outreaches in the beach locations, as the salt air is hard on the 
equipment. 

THE WEWAK OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

We are so grateful for each of you who partner with FIA to reach the 
Wewak people of Papua New Guinea! Please pray with us that the Lord 
will provide the funds to keep this critical ministry effective and expanding. 
Thanks to your giving, we can use big vehicles to accomplish big projects 
with big outcomes for the glory of our big God! 
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Working in conjunction with Central American Mission (CAM), 
Executive Director Tim Johnston first visited Boom Sirpi in 2007. 
He was moved with compassion at the devastation Hurricane Felix 
inflicted upon this small village of indigenous Miskito people. Of 
the previous 87 homes, only 4 remained. Many people were walking 
around hungry, naked, and fearful, with little or no resources left from 
emergency governmental intervention. 

If the abject poverty, horrendous living conditions, and lack of clean 
water weren’t enough, Tim was taken aback by the spiritual 
darkness in the Miskito’s lives. The majority were trusting in cult 
practices adapted from the Seventh Day Adventists or animistic 
ancestral shaman beliefs. Consulting witchdoctors, working spells 
and poison, and marking certain things and animals as taboo were 
common practice. 

Tim invited Daryl Heller, now FIA’s team leader to the Miskito, to 
partner with Diego (a CMA national missionary) and the villagers, 
to help rebuild the community and share the love of Christ. After 
providing immediate essentials like water, clothing, rice and other 
food items, work teams began arriving to rebuild.

To date, over 90 homes have been completed and a church 
constructed!

For more than a decade, Daryl has visited Diego and the Miskito people 
approximately 1-3 times a year, taking work teams to demonstrate 
God’s love in tangible ways. FIA’s team in June added concrete floors 
and replaced roofs on existing homes, rusted by the salt air.

FIA also donated a four-wheeler to help traverse and carry supplies 
across the rugged terrain. Deterred by the mud and poor conditions in 
the bush when it rains (which is often in this humid, tropical climate), 
many Miskitos would not walk to attend the new church. FIA’s short-
term team also helped build a trailer with a covering to pull behind 
the four-wheeler. Now the people can be transported to church on 
Sunday, which has lead to 65-150 villagers attending each week!

FIA also partners with Diego to hold missionary and ministry 

JOHN’S STORY:
One Miskito Man’s 
Transformation Through Christ
“The god of the Black Magic always caused us to curse, threaten, 
and hurt others. But Friends In Action is all about helping people,” 
commented a Miskito woman from Boom Sirpi, Nicaragua. Thanks 
to your prayers and support, meeting tangible needs opened hearts 
to Jesus!
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trainings with national pastors and teachers. As they are taught 
outreach, discipleship, and practical skills about ministering in remote 
regions, we pray more workers would come to serve the Miskito 
people with Diego.

John’s New Life in Christ
One Miskito man who is called “John,” helped with several work 
projects with FIA’s work teams over the years. Teams would pray 
each day before beginning a project and read Scripture during breaks 
while concrete dried.

One day after sharing that he and his live-in girlfriend were heavily 
into selling jungle-grown drugs and witchcraft, John asked if he could 
pray. John continued to assist with community rebuilding efforts, while 
listening during the breaks.

Then one day he shared, “Today is the day. I’m ready. I want to 
be a Christian.” After praying and sharing with the group, John said, 
“I am now your brother.”

Soon after, John was baptized, stopped selling drugs, and wanted 
to get married. The team chipped in for a wedding ceremony! John 
was on his way to a new life in Christ, characterized by obedience 
and new-found purpose!

John’s freedom in Jesus has been experienced by more than 35 other 
Miskitos, who have also made sincere commitments to follow Jesus. 
Over 25 baptisms have taken place since John’s conversion!

Each summer between 300-400 children attend the children’s 
Bible conferences offered by FIA’s workers! They are so excited 
to receive new study materials. God is at work among the Miskito as 
they open their lives and hearts to the Good News of Jesus!

JOHN’S STORY: ONE MISKITO MAN’S TRANSFORMATION THROUGH CHRIST

Please pray for the spiritual 
growth of the Miskito church 
and ask for blessings on 
Diego and his family as they 
serve this people turning 
to the Light of Christ out of 
spiritual darkness.

If you would like to join Daryl 
on a trip in May 2019, we’d 
love to have you! Feel free 
to express interest through 
our short-term trip page at
fiaintl.org/get-involved/trips

Visit fiaintl.org/donate to 
give toward our goal to build 
10 more homes in 2019 (at 
~$4,500 each). We will also 
complete floor additions,  roof 
repairs, and maintenance 
work on existing homes and 
the church.

3 Ways You Can Help:



BOLIVIA
Contact Gary Ferch: 636-448-0878 or 
gferch@sbcglobal.net • Cost: ~$2,000 

(excluding airfare to and from Santa Cruz); Visa, 
$160 upon arrival
March 1-15:  Painting, carpentry, and electrical work 
to prepare El Misionero Riverboat for future missions. 
May-June,  Medical: Doctors and nurses are needed 
for this evangelistic team outreach to remote Amazon 
villages aboard El Misionero. Four different teams of 
two weeks each are needed throughout this time.

MOLDOVA
Contact Paul Brosey: 717-546-0208 or 
PaulBrosey@fiaintl.org • Cost: ~$2,000

May 17-June 3, 2019: Construction/painting at 
UDG’s summer camp facility.

NICARAGUA-MISKITO
Contact Daryl Heller: 717-507-0636 or 
DarylHeller@fiaintl.org • Cost: ~$2,450

May 16-31: Repairs to roofs and installing doors 
and windows.
July (tentative): Bible School.

NICARAGUA-RAMA
Contact Tim Johnston: 717-579-7001 or 
TimJohnston@fiaintl.org • Cost: ~$1,850

March 1-16 (tentative): Construction of playground 
(depending on equipment getting there in time) and 
work on laundry/shower room.
May 31-June 15: Construction work on laundry/
shower room.

VANUATU
Contact Tim Johnston: 717-579-7001 or 
TimJohnston@fiaintl.org • Cost: ~$3,800

March 29-April 20: Mechanical repairs to construction 
equipment. Approximate Cost: $3,500.
August 2 -August 17 and August 17 -August 31: 
Construction of base camp.

2018 PROGRESS UPDATE
Location Description  Account #         Projected Year to Date
West Africa Well Drilling 500299 $62,000 $38,947
Bolivia Ministries  550299 $19,500 $20,034
Moldova University “Divitia Gratiae” 530199 $25,000 $13,050
Nicaragua Rama Ministry                               550401 $98,600 $76,867
Nicaragua Miskito Ministry 550404 $13,000 $12,875
Papua New Guinea Sepik Ministries 520199 $34,500 $6,689
Vanuatu Ministries 520299 $32,460 $30,850
FIA-USA General Operations and Project Dev. 400100 $360,632 $52,264  

FIA-USA New H.Q. Building Fund 420122 $1,519,445 $28,769
FIA-USA Missionary Medical Kits and Supplies 410104 $5,000 $1,840
FIA-USA Where Needed Most 401100 $120,000 $75,543 

PO Box 323, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
3898 E Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
Phone: 717.546.0208 
Fax: 717.546.0214
USA Email: FIA-USA@fiaintl.org
501(c)3 Non-profit Organization

93 Carsonstown Rd, Saintfield, 
Ballynahinch BT24 7ED, N. Ireland, UK
Phone: 00 44 (0) 7775 722787
UK Email: fia-uk@fiaintl.org.uk
Charitable Reference: #XR59719
friendsinaction.org.uk

27 Long Stan
Stouffville, Ontario L4A 1P5
Phone: 905.642.9531
CA Email: office.fiac@gmail.com
Charity Number: 818791212RR0001
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SH
O

R
T 

TE
R

M
 T

EA
M

 O
PP

O
R

TU
N

IT
IE

S


